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DzLivesebDiTaeL-rDs-Day BEFORE THEEXECUTICNOF 


LEY I. MERE 


WH was EXECUTzD ar BOSTON, TwursDaAY: 
OcToBER 21, For BURGLARY. ZAEt. 22- 


;7 This Difcourſe was preached at the Defire of the 
Criminal, who allo actended on the Occaticn, 


THz SgconD FROM PROVERES xvi. 25. 

Preached the Lords- D:y after his Execution ; and 
deſigned as an Lmprovement of that awtu) E- 
w__ Dy; Way of Caution to others, 


TO WHICH 1S ADDED, 


At the Requeſt of many, An Account of theExereiſe th 
of his Mind, from theTime of his Condemnation, } 
till he left the World ; together with the Con- 
veriation the Anthor bad with him as he walked * 
with him from the Priſon to the Gallows. By all 


which, 4 ai with his latter Conduct, he may. # 2 
be though najudgmentofCharity,tv have died; T4 


A Penitent T hief. | 
By Samver STiLLMan, A. M, 


Paſtor of the Firſt Baptiſt Church in BosTonx. 
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yIERMON F. Nl 


PSALM CIL 19,7 . 


For he hath looked down from _ height Ei 
of his SanGuary : From Heaven didy h, 


the Lord behold the Earth. 4 
To hear the groning of the Priſoner, Th 


looſe thaſe who ar C appo ted 10 Death: * 


HE youth on whoſe account I have chain} 
this paſlage, for the laſt time Appears in this/ | 
aſſembly. Before we (hall meet here agai W 
for public worſhip, he will be numbred*s 

with the dead ; That body now bovnd in chains, 

will be commuted to the duſt, and his immortal ſpt>, | 
rit have paſſed to the throne of God, to receive, / 
an irrevocable ſentence, This circumſtance cannat if 
fail of promoting an uncommon folemnity ttireug 
this great congregation, and of exciting compaſſion 
towards the priloner in every humane, breaſt. on 
ſmile on any-countenance en this occaſion, wall be*. 
looked UPON, as an evidence of a want of humanity, !/ 

And | take it for granted, thac thoſe of you who: 

have believed in Jeſus, , who know the cooſolationg:? 

which bis religion affords, and are acquainted with + 

the value of an immortal foul,-will aftiſt the preacher} 


C853 


by your prayers ; that-the word may be foken#) as 
becomes the oracles of God, and prove of infinite 
advantage to the multitude, and eſpecially to this 
poor young man, If ever plainneſs, zeal, and an 
arileſs addreſs were neceflary, ic is now'; when, a- 
midſt a crowd of dying men, there is one, who knows 
not only the day, but che hour, yea minute of his 
ciſlolution, 1 luch a fituation, where ſhall ſupport 
be found ? Qaly; my brethren, in the religion of the 
bible-; mikhaoly declares the grace, and conde- 
ſcenſon of Jehovah, who /ooked down from the beight 
of his\ſanftuary': From heaven did the Lord bebold 
the earth, to bear the groning of the priſoner, is 
looje thoſe who are appointed to death, — The very 
title of this plalm diſcovers its ſuitableneſs to the pre- 
ſent occaſion : Ire is faid to be, ** a prayer of the 
* afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and poureth 
* our his foul before the Lord,” We may well 


ſuppoſe, that this unhappy youth never knew before, - 


ſuch an” affliction as tne preſent ; which he bath 
indeed brought upon himſelf, by repeated inſtances 
of theft and robbery-: Yet is he the objet of our 
pity and prayers, and may be the ſubje& of the free 
{orgiveneſs of God in Chriſt ; ſeeing the abounding 
of fin has been exceeded by the ſuperaburidance of 
divine'grace, And admitting that the priſoner has 
a jult fenſe of his guilty condition befure God, he 
will paſſionately adopt the language of the context, 
Fear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry come unto 


thee. Hide not thy face from me in the day when I FT 


am in trouble, incline thine ear unto me. My heart 
is jmitten, and withered like graſs, ſo that 1 forges 
to eat my bread, &c. 


After the pſalmiſt had thus deſcribed the caſe. of 


the altlicted, he brings to mind the following com- 
fortable 


| L#.-1 


fortable confflerations z ſuch as the eternity and ©; 
kindneſs of the Lord, who will regard the. prayer: :: 
of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their prayer. This, | 
lays he, ſhall be written for the generation 80: 
come ; and the people who ſhall be created, ſhall praiſe |*; 
the Lord, Meaving that God's readineſs to hear the ''; 
crys of his people, thall be duly remembred z and; »* 
that all ſuch as are created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall 
praiſe Him for this inſtance of his cogdeſcenſion. *:. 
And in the text he enlarges on the ſame ſubject, 
which he had mentioned, ver: 17. in order to ſhew 
that the Lord js fo far from diſregarding the prayer: ' 
of the deftitote, that He liſtens attentively to their” 
cry, and will grant deliverance, The Lord takes a © 
general notice of the earth, and its inhabitants, but 1s 
particularly attentive to the mourning of Ephraim x + 
or to the afflicted ſtate of his people : For the com- ,-- 
fort of ſuch the text is evidently deſigned,  In'the fol- © 
lowing part of the diſcourle | ſhall not ſtriMly confine - 
mylelf to the primary lenſe of the paſſ2ge z but expect 
your indulgence, while I introduce ſuch refleQions, 
as may be pertinent to chis ſulema- ſcene. And, 
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I. Let us attend to the ioſtance of complicated af= |; 
fiction deſtribed by the ſtrong terms, the gron- 
ing of the priſoner, and thoſe appointed to death. 


I. The truths which are here recorded for the ſ-p- FI 
port of luch. TheLord beholdeth the earth, &:: 


l. The taſtance of keea diſtreſs deſcribed by the 
plalmilt. * 


David, 2s one obſerves on the place, has a parti- 
cular reſpect to the condition of believers under 
periecuyung princes z by whom many have beer: ER 
unpriſoned, 


[8] 
impriſoned, and put to death, for their attachment 
tothe Lord, and to the teſtimony of Jeſus : Who, 
according to both facred and profane hiſtory, have 
been ſenſibly ſupported, and have thereby triumphed 
gloriouſly, to the confuſion of their enemies. | 
there are different ſenſes, in which it may be ſaid that 
mankind are priſoners, and apporntcd to death. 


1. This, © Ames, is ygur unhappy caſe in a literal 
ſenile. You have been tried by the law of your 
country, found guilty, received ſentence of death, 
and are now walting 1n cloſe impriſoament, .the day 
of your execution. In this view your condition is 
gloomy ; my foul feels for you z and the crowd 
who behoid you, evidently ciſcover their ſympathy 
with you; 


2. But there is a more awful ſenſe, in which it 
may be ſaid, that you, and all mankind as finners are 
nſoners, and appointed to death, I mean as tranſ- 
greſſors of the law of God, holden by the cords of ini- 
quity, and led capiive by the devil at bis will. 


When Jznovan created man, He gave him a 
law to be the rule of his temper and conduct ; the 
requilition of which was perfect conformity : Which 
conformity involved the tempers of the heart, and 
the ations of the lite. To this law were annexed 
rewards ani} puniſhments. He who doth the things 
required ſhall hve by them z but he who fails in a 
fingle inſtance ſhall be condemned. However ſome 
may trifle with the extent, and ſpirituality of the di- 
vine law, it is as trve as God's exiſtence, that he zwho 
LOOKETH ON a woman to luſt after ber, bath com- 
mitted adultery already with her IN HIS HEART.® 

A luftfu 


* Math, 5. 28, 


( 9 ] if 
A loſtful look, obſerve, is heart adultery. Hence,” ; 
ſaid Paul, I bad not known luſt, except the law bad 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covet. * If we admit the truth |; 
of revelation, we ſhall find no method of evading y 
this Þlain, but awful concluſion, that the law of God i. 
is exceeding broad, reaching to, and condemning for +; 
the wrregularities, or fins of our hearts : And that 
too, not only for many ſuch inſtances of rrangrefſion, 
but for one, Curſed is every one who continueth not 
in all things, which are written in the book Af 
the law to do them + To which add, That whos 
ever keepeth the whole law, and offenduth 3 in one pointy, > 
fs guilty of all. } i. e., He who hath broke one come * } 
mand, .is certainly a tranſgreflor of the law though : * 
we ſhould ſuppole that there were other precepts »- 
which he had not violated. The apoſtle explains 4 * 
| himſelf in this manner in the verſe following the wards .', 
juſt read. For| He who ſaid, Ds not commit adul- - 
tery ; ſaid alſo, Do not kill, Now if thou commit 
no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a tranſ< 


greſſor of the law \ 


Thus from the current language of the holy ſcrip- 
tures, we learn,| that the law of God reaches to the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, and that mankind = - 
ftand condemned by it, for thiaking evil, as well as 
for committing it openly, And this circumſtance 7 
efſentially diſtinguiſhes the divine from Suman laws. 7; 

a The latter can never accuſe us for wrong tempers, 7 
; but only for aftions : The former have as much to _ 
do with diſpoſitions of the heart, as with any exter= : 

nal behavior. And -thus it is right ® ſhould be x :- 

B thus ;= 


1 * Rom. 7. 7. + Gal. * 
F 4 Ver, 11- 


t Jam. 2. I9s 
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thus it muſt be, if we admit that the law of God is 
the tranſcript of his own nature z and that He as 
furely requires truth in the inward part, as that, we 
thould obey Him in our lives, This we cafinot 
poſſibly deny, while we conſider that the infinite God 
is of purer eyes, than to behold evil with the leaſt 
approbation : It is the thing his ſoul hateth, And 
He 1s ſaid 70 know our tboughts afar off. 


Thus it appears that all mankind are ſhut up un- 
der the law, to the curſe of which they are moR 
righteouſly expoſed : For &l/ bave ſinned, and come 
foort of the glory of God. 

Beſides their unhappy caſe on the preceding 
account, they are bolden by the cords of their iniqui- 
ties, Scripture and experience unite tO Convince vs, 
that ſin bas domimion over the ſons of Adam, Hence 
it is that they go aſtray as ſoon as they are born, 
ipzaking hes. The power of fin over the fallen race, 
is molt manifeſt jn its univerſal prevalence. In every 
age, and 1n every country, vice has prevailed z while 
but a few have appeared to be under the influence 
of right tecmpers. 


T he ſacred oracles repedtedly affure vs of this truth ; 
and it is the plain meaning of the prophets words. * 
Can tbe Etheoptan change his ſkin, or the Leopard his 
ſpots ? Then may yealſo do good, who are accuſtomed to 
ao evil, The former is na!urally impoſſible, and the 
latter morally fo z becaufe the principle of fin has 
ſuch power over the minds of nien, that. they love 
i, and after it they will go. This ſhocking truth 
has 4 been experienced by many, in the following rC- 
ſpe, viz. when conſcience has been alarmed, and 

the 


* Jer, 13. 23s 


OI f 
awe te ts L. - 


; 


the ſinner obliged, in order to quiet its clamors, to 
make the moſt folemn refolucious againſt his former 

condut ; he has no ſooner met with a temptation 
to the ſame' i iniquity, than he hath complied with'ir, 
Such power has \fin bad over him, that he hath many 
times fianed againft the light of {tis own contcieace, 
aad all bis folema refolutivas, 


This powerful principle of ind welling fin, 1s repre- 
fenred by an inſpired apoſtle, in.the following Rerms 3 
a law in the members —the old. »man—1Þe body of 
death. And | may fately afhican, ting, the experience 
of all rea] behevers, has been the ſame "with St. Paul's 
in this macter, 'They feel that fin has the force of a 
taw ; and that they are too often led into captivity 
by it, to their own unſpeakable forrow, 


The exiſtence 'of this powerful principle tn the 
minds of believers, . is the great cauſe of that ſpiritual 
warfare which they are daily cairying on,and of which, 
they abundantly complain. Ja tact, while the: chri- 
ſtian is at home in the body, he'is in a ſtate of im» 
prifonment ; he groans earneſtly for deliverance, fiur 


will he ever be latisfhed till he awakes 1a the image 
of his God. 


Now the great difference between the believer, and 
the unbeliever 19 this matter 1s, that the former feels 
and lameats his body of fin, and oppoſes it : The 
latter, 1s 1a love with fn, and comphles with its dic- 
tates, He yiclds to its power to his own ruin z uns 
leſs the arm of the Lord is revealed to flay his enmis 
ty, and deliver him from the law in his members 


To which I add, as that which compleats the 
finner's ſad condition, that he is /ed captive by the 
2 devil 


£0" 
devil at his will. * Who is ſaid to walk about like 
a roring lion, ſeeking whom be may devour, |F And 
to work in the children of diſobedience, with this maic- 
volent intention, even io blind their minds, leſt ibe 
lig bt of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of 
God, ſhould ſhine unto them. F Nor will he ever re- 
leale the captive, till He who is ſtronger than the 
ſtrong man armed, ſhall appear to diſpuſſels him. 


In thus repreſeming mankind, Il am fully apthorized 
by the oraclesofGod ; at preſent it mayſuffice to meMti- 
on Iſa. 61. 1. where the the prophet deſcribes the office 
of Chriſt in the following manner ; The ſpirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, becauſe the Lord hath anointed 
me to preach good tidings to the meet—to proclaim 
Hiberty to the captives, and the OPENING Ob THE 
PRISON to them who are bound. In theſe words 
ſinners while 16 unbeliet, are confadered as bound in 


Priſon. 
The ſame perſons are appointed to death. 


1. To the death of the body. The original threat- 


ning was, In tbe day theu eatgft thereof, thou foall 
ſurely die ; which has been verified from Adam to 


Moſes, and from Meſes to this time, 1n the dreadful 
havoc which death has made, among the inhabitants 
of the world. The fathers, where are they ? and ihe 


prophets, do they live forever ? No, they bave ſeen 


corruption z and fo muſt we who now appear in this 
houſe. That youth is not the only one amongſt us, 
appointed to death. We are 8ll to die ; though not 
in the ſame ignominious way with hia, 


But 


G 7 Tim, 2," 26, T I Pet, LT s, 5 þ 4 Cor, 4 4. 
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But death fimply conſidered is of ſllpit conſe-"* 


quence ; It is ſin that gives death his ſting, and 
make<s the guilty tremble, when he anticipates his 
appearance beloreGad the Judge of all. For fuchare, 


2, A ppointed to an elernal death, provided they 
ſhould abide in a ſtate of unbelief. For all who are 
vader the law, are-under the curſe z and the. curſe 
of the law is nothing leſs, than an everlaſting baniſh 


ment from the pfeſence of Gud, and a veing | ſhut up be 


forever wich inferaal ſpirits |! 


No ſooner does the ſinner become ſenſible, that 
he is ia this condition, ſhuc up under the law, under 
the dominion of fin, -led captive by fatan, and 
morally incapable of delivering himſelf z than he 
breathes out his foul before God, with, Ho 1s to me, for 
Tam undone—O Lord, ſbouldef chad be firid to mark 
mnigquiiy, who could land ? This conviction of guilt 
will make the priſoner groan ; for a wounded ſpirit 
who can bear ? In this reſpett, the heart knoweth its 
own bitterneſs ; bitterneſs it is emphatically, for any 
ſfianer to fer] the law coming home to his conſcience, 


i its extent and ſpirituality, by which is the kaow- - 


ledge of fin ; and at the ſame time have na juſt 
apprehenſion of the atonement z or the one gloriaus, 


and efhcacious ſacrifice tor fin, Chriſt Jeſus. Diſtreſs 


like this he never knew before 3 nor could he form. 


any proper idea of it ; For now the commandment 
comes, lia revives, and he dies, 


We have this conviftion of ſin exemplified,and the 
vneaſineſs of mind which refulrs from it, in the can- 


du& of the three'thouſand, the jailor, Jvc. Who no Ml 


ſooner ſaw what: they were, than they cried out, 


IFhat fball we do 4 Which Introduces the 
Id. Thing © 
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Id. ſing propoſed. To conſider the truths 


which alone are calculated to comforr thoſe, who are 
in this ſituation. He /ooketh down from the height 
of bis ſanftuary ; from heaven did the Lord behold 
the earth : to hear the groning of the priſoner, 10 
looſe thoſe who are appointed to death. 


The Lord is ſaid to bebold the earth. Earth here, 
by a figure, -1s put for its inhabitants, whom the 
Lord continually obſerves. Though He poflefies in» 
fhaite perfeftion, and would have been eternally hap- 
py in the enjoyment of Himſelf, if there bad never 
been either angels or men ; yetHe condeſcends to be- 
hold human affairs. The creatures of his power, 
are, and ever will be the ſubjeRs of his laws. Theſe 
laws men have broken, and by ſo doing, have en- 
tirely cut themſelves off from any claim on God; 
Yet has He, moved folely by his own unmerited 
love, and a ſupreme regard to the diſplay of his glo- 
ry, adjuſted a way of deliverance for the guilty, con- 
ſiſtent with all the perfeftions of his nature, And 
in the fulneſs of time He ſent forth his Son, made of 
a woman. —God ſo loved the world that He gave bis 
only. begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in Him, 
might not periſh, but have everlaſiing /ife ® Hexc- 
In is the love of God manifeſted 3 and by this aſto- 
niſhing a& of grace, it is apparent thac He beholds 
the earth, 


Jeſus Chriſt, who was in the boſom of the Father 
before dime, upon his incarnation, proceeded with 
uaremitting diligence to make an end of fin, and ta 
bring ia everlaſting righteouſneſs. To- accompliſh 
which: he was made under the law, obeyed 1ts pre- 

Cepts, 


2 John 3, 16, 
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priſoner, &c. 
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cepts, and endured 'its penalty in the ot of his 
peaple. Hz: died, the juſt for the unjuſt, that He 
might bring us ts God, + And now through Him, 
all who believe are juſtified from al! things, from 


which they could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes. 


This is the only truth that can give relief to a per- 
ſon under a (ull view of his guilt, and mifery : And 
by it all real believers are enabled to rejoice ; ac- 
counting all things bur loſs, for the excellency of the. 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 


I might obſerve that the Lord beholds' the earth 
in a way of providence, /o bear the groning of the 
Thus ia the caſe of Foſeph, when his 
brethren had determined to take his life ; 
iaterpoled, and delivered him from their cruel de- 
ſigns, Thus it was in the deliverance of David from 
the repeated attempts of Sax! to kill him, —Alfo in 
looſing Jeremiah when caſt into a dirty dungeon, for 
his fidelity | in dehvering the Lord's meſſage w— And 
in the remarkable | inſtance of Peter, to whom the 
doors and gates opened of their own accord. In 
theſe inſtances, and many others of a like nature, 
we have the text exemplified, that the Lord beareth 
the groning of ihe priſener, and looſeth thoſe who are 
appointed to death, | But I ſhall rather endeavor to 
accommodate this|part of the text, to what hath been 


alread» ſaid, relative to a ſinner, his being {hut - up- 


under the law, ſtniand ſatan. Who, ſenſible of bis 
condition,or fully convinced that he is juſtly appoint» 
ed to eternal death, groans out his foul before God. 


The truth which only can relieve him, as juft ſug- 
geſted, is the compleatnets of redemn pUen in Chritt, 


who 
+ 1 Pet, 3, 19. 
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whio 1s # end of the law for righteouſneſs ts eviry 
one who believeth* Here it is of great importance 
for us'to enquire, | 


1. How the Lord loofeth thoſe who in this refpe 
ire appointed to die, 


2. Whatare the effeRts of theic being ſet at liberty. 


1. How doth the Lord looſe thoſe who are ap- 
Pointed to death ? Senſible of their true condition, 
they ſtand condemned before God, cryihg guilty, 
guilty. They have no recommending qualifications z 
no appendages to their charafters which recommend 
them. as objeRs of the divine favor. God appears 
a ſovereign, and his grace free z having mercy on 
whom he will have mercy : And the perſon's ſenſe 
of his condition makes him cry, Lord be merciful to 
me. a ſinner : Bat God is juſt whether He ſaves or 
rejects him. 


. The queſtion ſtill returns, How is he delivered 
from this wretched condition ? I anſwer, by ihe 
TRUTH BELIEVED. The infpired writers, by 
way of emphaſis, diftiogurſh the doftrine of atond- 
ment by this phraſe, i5e ir#15, Thus the author of 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, For if we fin wilfully 
- after that we have received the knowledge of THE 
TRUTH, there remaineth no more /acrifice for fins, &c. 
i. e. It we reject the doftrine on which he reaſors in 
the context, and Comprehends in ver. 14. For by ove 
offering h: hath perfett:d forever them who aye 
ſanttified, we cannot be ſaved ; becauſe Chriſt hath 
once ſuffered, and there will be no other ſacrifice but 
his; no other Chriſt to die. 

The 


®* Rom, 10, 4+ ' + Heb. 10, 20, 
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; The word ruth is often uſed as a general tefm, 
Including the whole goſpel of ſalvation z or the com-: | 
: pleat charaRter of Jeſus Chriſt, And whenever it is 


| ſpoken of as connefted with eternal life, it involves 
the propitiation of Chriſt, or his onz compleat ſacrt- 
f fice for ſin. 


$ As this 774th is the ground of the finner's hope; 
or cauſe of rej icing z it muſt be obſerved, that the 
iruth muſt be believed, or known, in order to preſent 
peace, and future happineſs. Hence ſays Chriſt, 7s 
ſha'l know the truth, and the truth, thus known, 
ſpall make you free. ® This ſentiment is of great 
importance, and repeatedly urged by the inſpired 
writers. Accordingly when Chriſt gave the com= 
miſſion to his miniſters, this was a part of it, Preach 
| the goſpel — he who belieugib—fhall be ſaved. Chrilt: 
is the end of the law for righteouſnels, only to them. 
who believe, And this is the invariable tenor of the 
; word of God. The truth is the ground of hope, as 
it revealsa compleat redemption and it is 5 faith 
that we underſtand ts glory and importance, and 
derive peace from it. Believing JE rejoice, 8c. 


I” @ word then, the ſinner 1s relieved from his pain- 
ful ſenſe of guilt, by the truth which he is enabled to 
believe ; by which he is fully convinced of the glory 
of the perfon of Jeſus, and the fulneſs' of grace in 
Him : And he now ſees that God is juft, and the 
jJuſtifier of them who believe ia Chriſt ; becauſe He 
hath brought in ever/a/liing righteouſneſs, which $ 
unto all, and upon all them who believe. 
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2. What follows a real belicf of the truth as t is 
10 Jeſus ; or the finner's being lovied from his for- 
mer unhappy ſtate ? 


(1.) That plealing view which the perſon has 
when brought to believe, of the excellency of Jeſus, 
and the infinite ſufficiency of his merits, is attended 
with the bigbeſt approbation of Him, and an 1mme- 
diate flight to Him. He appears to ſuch a ſoul, to 
be infinitely deſerving of ſupreme aficCtion, on ac- 
count of his efſentia] glory : Or as being the bright- 
neſs of the Father's glory, and expreſs image of his 
perſon. To ſuch an one, He 1s altogether lovely, 
and the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. 


At the ſame time the ſinner has ſuch an appre- 
henfion of his compleat redemption, that he fires to 
Him, and trufts his immortal all in kis hands. How- 
ever his fins may riſe like mountains, or appear to 
reach to the cly ds; bes made to know that where 
fin hath abou - ts hath much mores 
And that it 18 (fo po! laying, that Chrilt Je 
into the world, tata 
with all bis guilt, be reſts ; fully mrs A if 
God ſhould be ſtrict co mark iniquity, he could not 
ſtand : Burt that there s torgivenels with Him, that 
He may be feared: 


-(2.) He whom the Lord delivers from ſpiricual 
bondage, immediately upon believing, is ſet at /iber- 
ty from that load of guilt, which lay upon his con- 
ſerence ;, and he palles at.once into a [tate of zcy and 
peace, T his event 15 not progreſſive z or brought 
about gradually z but takes place at the very time, 


"whea the foul believes in Jeſus, For the truth of 


this 
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this remark, I appeal to believers of every denomi- 


gation. When you were ſet ar liberty, my brethren, 
trom the diſtreſs of a guilty conſcience, was it not by 
a diſcovery made to your minds, by the holy Ghoſt, 
of the conſiltency, and ſufficiency of ſalvation by 
Chriſt ? Did not | the belief of that truth, at once 
calm your minds, | and lead you to rejoice in the only 
begotten Son of God ? And have you not always 
found, in your life of faith, that your comfort only 
can fpring from /aoking to Jeſus ? By whom the law 
is magnified, and made honorable z and in whom alt 
the heirs of promile are complecar. 


This ſentiment is abundantly taught-us in the holy 
ſcriptures. Thus; according to the words of Chriſt, 


which were mentioned before— You all know the- 


truth, and the Iiruth thus known, yea, and as foon 
as it is krown, ſhall make yeu free, This ({pirntoat 
freedom takes place in a degree at the inftant tha 
the ſinner experimentally knaws the truth. We 


read, That being juſtified by faith, we have peace 


with God, through cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. * As the 
divine righteouſneſs is the ſole matter and cauſe of 
juſtification before/Gad, I conclude that the apoſtle 
ſpeaks here of faith as juſtifying, in xo ether ſenſe, 


than as it apprehends the righteouſneſs'of Chriſt, and. 


derives peace to the mind from it. Hence an emt- 
nent divine, ſuppoſes that the comma 1n this rexc 
ſhould be tranſpoſed thus ; being juftified, by faith 
we' have peace with God, &:. la this reading, pace 
with God, is an effeft of faith. Byt I mean not to 
iofilt oa this matter, ſeeing the ſcriptures continu= 
ally aſſuce us, chat peace of conſcience, ſtatds Ccon- 
netted with the belref of ihe truth ; And this fentt- 
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[ 20 ] 
ment is plainly tavght us in the text above cited, let 
what will be the apoltle's meaning 1a the ſentence, 


juſtified by faith. 


I might run over a number of paſſages, which 
confirm the above remark z ſuch as joy and peace 
in believing ; If io believing, the perion muſt rejoice 
on the /pot where God met with him ;, and the very 
minute that he believed the truth. The apoſtle Peter 
repreſents the matter thus— #bom baving not ſeen, 
JeJave ; in whom though now we ſee bim not. yet RE- 
LIZVING, YE REFOICE with joy unſpeakable, 
and full of glory. * 


Beſides, if this grand truth concerning the perſon 
and righteouſneſs of Chiiſt, is not ſufficient to give 
peace to a conſcience wounded by a ſenſe of lin ; 
why did the apoſtles always propoſe it toſluch f As 
we hind they invariably did, 


_ Upon the whole ; when any finner is really bro'e 
to believe in Jeſus, he will have an experience of that 
peace which paſſeth all underſtandipg, : For God who 
commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhines in 
his heart, to give him th: light of the knowledge of 
his own glory 4n the face of Jeſus Chriſt. + 


Or 
v. * 1 - "5 


(2.) He who really believes in the Son of God, 

' Will have exteofive views of the maligmty of fin, and 

its oppcſicion to a God of infinite perfeftion 3 from 
which will ariſe ab/o/ute haired of it, and wnſeignet 
ferrow tor it, No perſn cau onder ſtand the exceed- 
ing finſulneſs of fin like the believer ; nor forrow for 
It,as he does, He logketh on Him whom be bath pierce 
84, and mourns,as one mourneth for an only ſon, and ts 
| ith 
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in bitterneſs as ong who is in bitterneſs for a firſt» 


born. * The very ſecret corruptions of his hbeart, 
which are unnoticed but by God, and his own foul, 
give him keen diftreſs. He moarfls his felt uolike- 
neſs to thedivine character ; and many times cries out in 
the language of Sr, Paul, O wretched man that I am : 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death ? F 


(4) Conneted with which are his fervent long- 


ings after perfeft fanttification. He who has obtain- 


ed this ſpiritual deliverance, is led to diſcover the real - 


beauty of holineſs, as it is an effential perfeQtion of 
the deity 3 without which he feels that he muſt be 
forever unhappy, | That refttude in which God firſt 
created him, he loſt by his conneion with the firlt 
Adam ; and became vain in his imaginations ; his 
evil heart being darkaed. So iong as he remains 
under the ruins of the apoſtacy, he muſt be unlike 
to God, therefore miſerable in himſelf, and unfit for 


heaven ; inte which nothing ſhall enter that defileth, 


worketh abomination, or that maketh a lie. F The 
man who believes in Jeſus, knows this z and can ne- 
ver be contented while he is unholy, Hence he often 
breathes out his ſoul before God 1n the language of 
the pſalmiſt, Then ſoall 1 be ſatisfied, wben I awake 
in thy likeneſs, Welcome heaven, ſays the believer 
at certain leafons, becauſe I ſhall there be near and 
like my God |! 


(5.) Love to the children of God is another evi- 
dence of this ſpiritual deliverance, or of our faith in 


Jeſus. For he who loveth Him who begat, loveth 


them alſo who are begotten of Him. || In another 


place the ſame apoſtle ſpeaks till ſtronger, Ye know 
that 


# Zech. I 7, I'0s | T Rom, {* Z 4+ I Rev. 21, 27s ; 


Y 1 Joh. 5. I, 
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that we bave paſſed from death to life, becauſe we 
love the brethren. ® Oblerve, the brethren are the 
perſons loved ; god this religious affetion'is fixed on 
them, ſolely beca ds they are ſo. Or becauſe they 
appear to be the real diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
have drank into his ſpirit, and are ludious to be like 
Him in temper and condut. It matters not whe- 
ther they be rich or poor, bond or free z if brethren 
in the Lord, the real beljever will love them in theig 
poverty, or meanneſs of outward condition, for Jeſug 
ſake. And it has always been remarked, that love 
to the brethren has moſt prevailed, when religion has 


fouriſhed moſt. 


(6:) Every perſon who knows the truth as it is in 
ee: will be careful to maintain good works, True 
aith is iofluential, and leads bim who has it, to ſearch 
out the will of God, and to yield obedience.to every 
known part of his duty. Faith, ſays James, with- 
out works is dead. 


(7.) Another effe& of this ſpiritual deliverance is, 
readineſs to diſtribute to the relief of the brethren, 
when in our power, This we ſhall ſurely be ready to 
do,if we love them for Chriſt's fake,and fee that they 
are reduced to neceſHrous circumſtances z while we 
ourſelves, have all, and abound 1, or at leaſt, have 
enough for ourſelves, and ſomething to ſpare for a 
ſuffering brother. For whoſe hath this world's goods, 
and ſeeth bis brother have need, and (hutteth up his 
bowels of compaſſion from bim, bow awelleth the love 
_ of God in bim ? | 


(8.) In fice. All ſuch as are delivered from the 
power. of darkneſs, and tranfled into the kingdom 


of 
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of God's dear Son,| find the truth ſufficient to ſup® 
port them under the heavieſt afflictions. They have, 


in many inſtances, overcomsg the world, and rejoiced: 


in death. The army of martyrs,@nimated by the 


goſpel of Chriſt, ſuffered with paiience and greatneſs. 


of mind ; knowing that the {ufferings of this preſent 


time, were Rot wofthy -to.- be con; pared with that - 


glory that ſhould be revealed in them. And many 
believers of later date, have reſigned to death, with 
peace and calmneſs of ſoul, which the truth of Chriſt 
only could inſpire ; knowing that Fo die would be gain, 


Having thus enlarged on thoſe truths which in my- 
view, are of infinite importance z becauſe they Rand 
connected with our prefeat peace, and future happi- 
neſs ; I ſhall omit thoſe refletions which ariſe natu- 
rally from the ſubje&, and addreſs myſelf to the pri- 


ſoner, who muſt very ſoon appear at the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt, ® 


Unhappy Ames,how cotting is your condition ! A 


youth bur little turaed of /wenty one, having alled 
up the meaſure of his iniquity, bound with fetters,— 
ap pointed to death, and on the verge of a vaſt eter- 
nity ! Who can bear the th: ought ” The ſolemn 
day is juſt at hand; when you muft make your exic, 
Time, which ftays for no man, is on the' wing, and 
will ſpeedily introduce Thurſday, the laſt of days to 
you. Then you will go, whence you ſhall not re- 
turn, and be unalterably fixed, ether in bliſs or wo, 
See, what ſin has done.—It has brought you 1n the 
bloom of life, to Ignominy and death, And has ex- 


poſed * 


* What was Jelivered in the concluſion of this Dit - 


courſe, by way of | ſolemn. caution to the youth 8 
deferred to the ſecond Sermon, 
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poſed you to eternal condemnation hereafter, All 
proſpect of living longer than the time appointed, iseut 
off. 1 hope you-will not flatter yourſelf with longer 
time. Thar whichKHoft concerns you is, How you may 
eſcape the wrath to come.—— W here there 1s a ground 
of hope for the guilty ?—ln anſwering this queſticn, 
every circumſtence demands ſolemnity, faithfulneſs, 
and iruth, I wonld therefore attempt it as in the 
preſence of that God, at whoſe tribunal I know [ 
ſhall ſhortly meet you, with the whole congregation 
of the living, and the dead. May the Spirit of the 
living God, accompany plain truth to your, and e- 
very man's conſcience !—— Ames, as a ſinner y ou are 
loſt. The law of God condemns you ; for it curſ- 
eth every one who continueth not in all things writ- 
ten in the book of it, to do them. You have gone 
aftray from God even from the womb. From the 
fountain of corruption in your heart, have iſfued all 
thoſe (ins an life, which have been repeated, and in- 
conceiveably provoking to Jehovah, The Law is 
exceeding broad, and reaches to the thoughts of your 
heart. It demands perfect obedience, and will accept 
no leſs. And as the requi:«ment is juſt, ſo will be 
the puniſhmeqt which wil! be finally inflifted on all 
unbelievers. © You ate wholly inthe hands of a ſove- 
reign God, without a Gogle perfGnal circumſtance to 
plead in your favor. -It He condemns you, his ju- 
ſtice will remain periect.. Nor do 1 mean by thus ad- 
drefling you,to lingle you out as the only guilty indi- 
vidual ; No, all have ſinned, and bave come ſhort of 
the glory of God, 


\ Perhaps you are faying, Who then can be ſaved ? 
Authorized by: this inſpired volume, 1 aſſure you, 


that there is peace on earth, and good will to men. 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt the obly begotten Son of God, hath 


rhade an end of fin, and brought in an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, ' He; by his obedience ro the law in 
ite, and his death upon the crols, Bath finiſhed ſuch 
a righteouſneſs as lays a ground of hope for the chief 
of finners. This is the marter and cauſe of accept» 
anice with God. By this all who believe are juſtified 


from all things ;, from which they could nat be juſtified 


by the law of Moſes. We have.redemption throufh the 
BLOOD OF CHRIST, the forgivenels of fins, at- 
cording to the riches\of bis grace. On this glorious 
foundation, 1 have long refted all my nopes of eter- 
nal life ; nor can 1 a& z more faithful, friendly part, 
than by ſetting before you, in your preſent proſpeRX 
of ſpeedy diffy lotion, the fame ground of hope. 


But-what wit it xvail exnher you or me, to hear 
of a Compleat redemption, or an all-ſufficient atone- 
ment, if we are not (intereſted in it 2 Or have no 
parc in the matter ? Remember what is written, Alt 
who BELIEVE, are juſtified : He why BELIEV- 
ET Hjhall be ſaved ,, but be wboBELIEV &TH NOF 


ſhall be damned. No perſon can derive real peace from 


the doftrige of atonement,but the believer : Nor ſhall 
any but ſuch enter into the kingdeonr of heaven, And 
no ſooner is a finner brought to lee his guilt and to be- 
eve 1n Jeſus, than he will repeat, and abhor himſelf 
io duſt and athes z for faith and repentance are in- 
ſeperably conneRed. | Such is the well ordered plag 
of ſalvation, that all who are made partakers of the 
Redeemer's benefits, [ate the fubjetts of that faith 
which is the gift of God,and of his operation ; and of 
that repentance which/never ſhall be repented of, Of 
how much conſequence 1s it then, that you inquire 


how matters ſtand” between God, and vour foul ? 


D Whether 


Ea 1 


Whether you have ever believed in the Lord Jeſus, 
and have had that repentance which is unto life ? 
If you - have, the truth has come with power, and 
the holy Ghoſt, a much afſurance z you have been 
convinced of its realiry and glory, have entred into 
the ſpirit of 1t,—Chriſt has appeared the only way, 
the truth and the lifez and trom a full view of your in- 
hate unworthineſs and guilt, you have been enabled 
to caſt yourſelf at his feet, and to truſt your all in 
his hands ;—Kknowing that you can be ſaved only 
upon the plan of free forgiveneſs. And it you are a 
real believer, you are made to hate fin, heart (in, as 
well as the fins of your life, becauſe hateful in the 
fight of God : And to long that God would make 
you holy as he is holy.——Some things like theſe 
yog have Ceclared to me, and to others in your con- 
finement, as the exercifes of your mind. May God 
torbid that you ſhould deceive yourſelit ! May He ma- 
nifelt Hicoſelf unto you, as a God pardoning 18iquity ; 
yea, your 1n1quity z then will you triumph over death, 
the laſt enemy. Into his hands I commit you, with- 
ng you an abundant entrance into the kingdom of 
glory. And as | expect to addreſs you no more in 
this public manner, Þ bid. you a moſt affectionate 
farewel ! 
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Preached the Lord's Day after the Execution of 
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A fooliſh Son is a Grief to his Father, 


and B itterneſs to ber who bare him. 


OLOMON's vniverfal acquaintance with men and 
6 things, was one of his great accompliſhments, 
by which he was fitted to write thoſe maxims, 
which have been found of unſpeakable advantage in 
life, He had ſuſtained the different relations ot fon, - 
parent, and prince z the duties which. belonged. to 
each, he well underftood, and carefully diſcharged. 
Nor could any man paint vice, with its conſequences, 
ſo much to the life as he. 


Alt who read his writings, find in them the dag- 
gers of a Courſe of fin, and. the ſecret methods by 
which the thovghtleſs are enſnared. The bazards 
Kos 25g which 
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which ſurround the path of youth are pointed out, 
and they are called upon to avoid them, lelt they 
fall. —— The tender conneRions which we form in 
this ſtate, and the-pleaſure and pain which attend 
them from a diverſity of circumſtances, he was tho- 

» roughly acquainted with, As a fon, he knew the 
feelings of filial affection ; as a' father, the yearvings 
of a parent's hearr. Conſeg aently he was qualited 
to deſcribe the grief of a,parent, when his children 
Juſtly merit the charater gpentiones in the text; A 
feoliſh ſon is a grief to his father, and bitterneſs 10 
fer who bare bim, This declaraticn implics, 


T. Parental afteMion. 


IH. In conſequence of which, parents in a peculiaf 
ſenſe are intereſted in every part of the con- 
du of their children ; from whence ariſes, ei- 
ther pleaſure or pain ; I he latter always, when 
they delerve the character of fooliſh ſons. 


III.. The import of which charafter I ſhall confi- 
der z and paſs on to ſome {uitable reflections, 


Let us, 


I. Animadvert a little on the nature and neceſſity 
of parental affeton. 


The great author of all things hath endowed the hu- 
man mind with the moſt tmportanr,and delicate palli- 
ons,fuch as love, fear, pity, bope, &c,"whiel. when duly 
governed by reaſon ahd- religion, prove, not. only a 
private, but a puglic bleſſing. Excited by thele, we 


keck not only our 02 good, but the good of others. 
By 


Eo 1] 


By love and ſympathy, which are public affeRiong, 
we become intereſted in the ſufferings of others, and 
are ſtrongly urged to fly to their reliet z and never 
fail of receiving a heart-felc pleaſure, when, by atts | 
of kindne(s, we have reduced that load of miſery, 
under which a friend, a relative, yea, a franger groan- 
ed, For as we became partakers of bis intchcity, fo 
we {hare in the fatisfation which ariſes from his rel;et. 


Suppoſe we ſhould meet with a perloa of an amt- 
able charater, who had been reduced by the frowns 
of providence, from affluent, or competent circum- 
ſtances, to pegury : Whole modeſty, and fear of 
troubling his friends, had inclined him to hide his 
ſuffering condition : In this caſe, every man, who 

offefſes the /ocial affefions, would, the inſtant ke 
Ce aſcertained of the avuve obj:& of diſftrels, 
baften to relieve him. 


Nor would I confine theſe paſſions 1n their exerciſe, 
to amiable characters : For it is a matter of expect- 
ence, and of fat, that they who poſſeſs them in the 
greatelt degree of delicacy, have the moſt - painful 
ſ-nſe of the miſeries, which mankind, by 1mprudence 
or wickedneſs, or ing upon themielves. T his remark 
has been abundantly exemplified, in the late conduct 
of many ſeriqus and reiptable characters in this 
town, towards the unhappy youth, who was extcuted 
on Thurſday *® laſt. Who, while they Gdeteſted his 
horrid, and repeated atts of in:quity, which broughe 
him to diſgrace and death, heartily piried him 3; and 
by various methods diſcovered a ſtrong inclgation to 
* make his few days as caly as pollible. Þ 


The 

* October 21. 1773» 
+ F ſhould liy myſtlf under a dilagreavle reſtraint, 
were 1 not to take public notice of the remarkable ren- 


401 neſs 
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- The paſſions are diſtinguiſhed by writers on this 
ſubje&, into public and private : By the former 
are meant. thoſe, which lead us to ſeek the public 
good : By the latter, fuch as principally reſpect per- 
ſonal bappineſs. Among thele we hand the ftrong 
affeQions of a parent's heart, 


> 


2% pews 
—— 
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* Man is born a weak, helpleſs, delicate creature, 
unprovided with food, cluathing, and whatever elle 
is necefſary for ſubſiltence, . or defence, And yet, 
expoaled as the infant is to numberleſs wants and 
dangers, he is utterly incapable of ſupplying the 
former, or of ſecuring himlelt againſt the /atrer, 
But though thus feeble and expeſed, he finds nm» 
mediate and ſure reſources in the affeion and cars 
of his parents, who refuſe no labors, -and forego no 
dangers, © nurſe and rear up the tender babe. By 
theſe powerful inſtinfts, as by ſome mighty chain, 
does nature link the parent ts the child, and form 
the ſtrongeſt moral conneftion on his part, betcre 
Whe child bas the lealt apprehenſion of it.”? ® 
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This affeQion, like the other paſſions of the ſoul, 
is known by experience, betier than by deſcription, 
The parent neecs no definition of it z and thote who 
never ſuſtained that affeEtionate relatign, cannot, by 
the moſt accurate Celcription, torm an adequate 1- 

dea 


derat/s, with. which the criminal was treated, from the 
nme of hj« condemnation to Ins death, by the Genrtle» 
man, who, by the nature of his cfttce, was obliged to 
fee the Jaw ex-coted ; together with the many tind- 
#4/c15 he received from the particular family, in whoſe 
more 1mmediate caftody he was: Of which I wasan 
eye and car witnels. | 
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dea of it, Its necefity reſults from the feeble, help- 
leſs ſtate of human. nature On its firſt appearance z 
and the nature of .it may be beſt learnt by others, 
from its Tarious, and ftiikivg expreſſions. | For, 


It. It is in conſequence. of this, affeftion that pa- 
rents 1n a Peculiar lenie becume intereflted in all the 
circumſtances, and conduct of therr children, 


1. The firſt diſcayery of this tender paſſion, is 
emphatically deſcribed by our hicfled Lord, Zebn 16. 
24. A woman when ſhe 1s im travail, bath ſorrow, 
becauſe ber bour 1s come : But as ſoon as ſbe is de- 
livered of the child, ſhe rememoreth no mare. tbe au- 
gutſh, for joy that a man is born into the world. The 
tondneſs of her affeCtion for the little ſtranger, cauſeth 
her to forget all chat ſhe fear/a, and all thai ſhe fels. 


Now the parents hearts begia to glow with this 
pleaſing paſſion, and they. anticipate their fuiure fa» 
tisfaction, in the hie and conduct of the child. Not 
thinking that the muather has brought torth . ſor. the 
deſtroyer z or that the objeft thus. beloved, may 
break the parents hearts, and bring their heads with 
forrow tO the grave. 


But God hath' wiſely hidden the fa!ure from us, 
that we may rightly diſcharge the duties of the pre- 


ſent, and leave what att be to the direttion of un-' 


erring wild©m. 


Had Adam known that Cain would prove a mur- 
derer ; or David, that Abſalom wovld | have revelied 
againſt him, with what grief muſt they have beheld 
their advances to manhood ; and with what reluCct- 
ance diicharged paternal duties !—-Or had the afflicted 
mother 
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mother ® of the late unhappy youth, been aſcertain- 
ed, that the ſoo of her womb, was to make his exit 
on a gallows, with what uneafineſs would ſhe have 
obſerved bis increaſing years ; and how often felt in 
proſpeR, that complicated afflition, which now dif- 
rreſſes her ! May the greatneſs of her preſent trial, 
effefually ſecure her from all ankind reſections; 


It is a matter of gratitude, that ſuch awful events 
are hidden from us; if they were not, parents, 1n- 
ſtead of rejoicing, would have reaſon to mourn and 
weep, on the birth of a child. Burt as the matter -1s 
now circumſtanced, they give a looſe to their tencer 
affections, which become apparent, 


2. By a prevailing anxiety. for the welfare of their 
children z who make a great part of domeſtic happi- 
neſs. If they are attacked by threatning fickaels, 
with what inexpreſſible folicitude do the parents watch 
every motion, and dread the conſequence ; willing 
to bear a part of their affliftion, was it poſſible. With 
what concern do they attend them by day and by 
night ; never caly to leave them; leſt any thing 
ſhovid be omitted, that might tend to giie eaſe or 
renef. And when Ceath hath appeared inevitable, 
how have they.agonized in. mind ; and - have been 
ready to cry ovt in the paſſionate, though urjuſtifia» 
ble language of Davia, O Abſalsm my ſon, my Jon 
Abſalom : Would Ged 1 might die for thee. 


3. This affeQtion 18 alſo diſcovered by all that cof 
and care with which they condutt theay through the 
ſvcceſſive ftages of life to mashood, It is with the 
moſt {cniidle plealure, that the indulgent parent, pro» 

| vides 


* His father died when he was two years old, 
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vides for the ſupport and education of his children 


ſpating neicher pains nor expence, in order to ac- - 


compliſh them for ſome uſeful ſphere in life. Who 
thinks himſelf amply compenſated, when they con- 
duct with propriety, at home and abroad. 


Parents indeed, ſhould always be upon their guard 
in this part of their conduR, left exceſſive affetion 
ſhould lead them to too great indulgence, and to ex- 
ceed their ability 'in the aanner of providing for - 
them. The danger in this refpe& is certainly great. 


4+ Children may alſo be convinced of the truth 
now before us, by adverting to the readineſs of their 
parents to paſs by many improprieties of behavior z- 
on which they put the beſt poſſible conſtruRion, aud 
cover all with a mantle of parental love ; hopingy 
that with advancing years, they wall ſee their follies, 
and do, better. Ic is noone, nor two dilappoint- 
ments, that can cauſe a tender parent- to deny his 
children a parc in his affeCtions, or help in diſtreſs. 
Though Ab/alom's crime was greatly aggravated, the 
heart of David yearned towards him z and when 
Abimaaz approached him with a meſſage from Zoab, 
the firſt queſtion the king aſked was, {s ihe young 
man Abſalom ſafe ? The latety of a rebellious ſony 
was the principal concern of Davia's heart. 


Parental affetion is till the ſame. Hence, though 
a ſon' may a& the part of the prodiget, leave his fa- 
ther's houſe, and ſpend his ſubſtance in riotous hviog'z 
he ſhall no ſooner appear ſorry for his conduct, and 
ready to return z than the father, while he is yet a 
great way off, will run, and fall upon his neck, and 
kiſs him z ſaying as he goes, This my ſor was ”_ 


- 
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and is alive again ; was loft, and is found. Such, 
my young friends, is the nature of that love, whith 
your parents have for you z and, 


5. Which leads them to watch the connetions you 
form in life ; and to approve, or diſapprove of them, 
as they apprehend them calculated to ſerve, or injure 
you. Itis an indiſputable maxim, that, ** Evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners.” Much de- 
pends, with reſpe& to moral conduct, upon the com» 
pany which youth keep. It muſt therefore be the 
parents duty, to guard them as much as poſſible a- 
gainſt ſuch as entertain bad ſen/iments, as well as bad 
pratiices ; fer there is a certain conneftion between 
the ewo, Actions ariſe from principles z and when 
the cauſe is bad, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe that the 
effe& will be ſo too; As the tree is, ſuch will be 
the fruit z we never expett to gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thiſtles, Parents theretore, cannot be inat- 
tentve to the company which their children keep 
but will ſolemnly caution them againſt thoſe, whoſe 
opinions and practices, are unreaſonable and wicked, 
And the. warmer their affections are, the more abun- 
dantly will they uſe every method of perſuaſion, 'to 
inſpire their children with a deteſtation of bad com- 
pany, the bane of multitudes, 


6. But I ſhall diſmiſs this part of the ſubje&t, which 
has reſpe&t to mere natural affelion, by obſerving, 
that it commonly runs parallel with life, Hence we 
ſee the parents, even when advanced in years, rifing 
up early, and fitting up late ; and purſuing their 
buſineſs with uaremitting diligence, in order.t0 ac» 
quire a ſufficient fortune, to diſtribute among . their 
children at the cloſe of life : At which ſolemn; period 
7 Ou 5: ba | this 
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this affeftion has generally appeared in the moſt 
moving terms, in the laſt wiſhrs, and aff:Rionate * 
farewel of the tender parent. 


Uader this head, I have only to add, That 
thoſe pareats who know the truth as it is ia Jeſus, 
while they are duly concerned for the temporal intereſt 
of their children, are ſupremely anxious about their 
everlaſting ſalvation. Tis we cannot expect of 
thoſe who have never taſted that the Lord is graci- 
ous. But ſuch as have been made ſenſible of their 
own Janger out of Chriſt, and have been enabled to 
fly for retuge to the hope ſet before them, cannot be 
{atisfhed, tho? their children enjoy wealth and -honor ; 
if at the ſame time they have reaſon to believe, that 
they are in the gall of bitterneſs, and bonds of ini- 
quity. Remainiag thus, they know that they muſt 
be miſerable farever. A thought like this, pierces 
the believing parent © the heart ; and animates him 
in the diſcharge of his duty to his children ; Whom 
he labors co inſtru in the great things which belong 
to their peace. And is always careful ta accompany 
his inſtructions, with folema prayer to God, that 
they may be ſaved ia the day of the Lord 


Jeſus, 


From all that has been ſaid, we ſee that in conſe- 
quence of theſe ſtrong affeRtions, parents, in a pzcu- 
har ſenſe, become intereſted in all the conduct and 
circumſtances of their children, We ſhall therefore 


readily admit, that a Fooliſh ſon is @ grief to bis i: 
ther, and bitterneſs td ber who bare him, 


.- HI. The charafter of a fool; ſon is now to be 
conſidered, 
i E 2 By 
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By whom we are not to underſtand an 7dzof ; or 
one who is deſtitute of common ſenſe. Many a pa- 
rent would have been much more contented, 1} the 
child who has occaſioned the greateſt bitternels, 
had been born a fool ; rather than to poſſeſs a ſaga- 
cious mind, and abuſe it to the purpoſes of fin, by 
drinking down iniquity like water, and glorying in 
his ſhame. Such perſons juſtly merit the character 
of fooliſh ſons, and are evidently deſigned by the wile 
man. 


Any one who will take time to examine his wri- 
tings, will find that he frequently uſes the words fools, 
and fooliſh in the above ſenſe ; that is, as deſcriptive 
of a wicked man ; who deſpiſes God and religion,and 
gives a looſe to his vicious paſſions. Fools, lays he, 
make @ mock at fin ; Nor can the wicked diſcovery 
more flagrant folly, than by making a mock at that, 
which will one day find them our to their eternal 
confuſion. In anorher place he aflures us, that /be 
WISE ſhall inherit glory, but ſhame ſhall be the pro- 
motion of FOOLS. * By the wiſe, [uch are intend- 
ed, who are wiſc unto ſalvation > They Gall inherit 
that glory which God will ulcimately reveal—and by 
fools he means thoſe perſons who are profane, de- 
ſpiſers of them who are ſtiitly religious z; and who 
are Cetermined to gratify their vicious inclinations, 
at all events. Shame hall be their promotion. i. e. 
Their iniquities jn this life ſhall bring them to re- 
proach, and reproach ſhall lift them up to the pub- 
lic view 7; and in the world to come, they ſhall be 
forever ſeparated from that glory, which the wiſe 
are £0 Inherit, 

in 
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In order, if poſſible, to bring the matter home to 
conſcience, I ſhall mention particular inſtances of the 
condutt of a fooliſh fon ; and poiat out his egregious 
folly therein. 


1. The charafter moſt ſurely belongs to him, who 
rejets parental infiruttion, and admonition. Chil- 
dren, while young, are more eaſily brought to ſub- 
mit to family-government, and to liſten to the in» . 
ſtrutions of parents, than after they are farther ad- 
vanced in years : Conſequently in common occafion 
much leſs grief, and anxiety to their parents at that 
period of life, than when they begin to extend their 
KCquainrance, by forming new conneAions.; - and to 
put on the charater of men, and women : Which |. 
many do too ſoon ; or before they have wiſdom and © 
prudence tc ſupport it. 387 


At this time af life, they are in the utmoſt danger 
of being captivated by their giddy, thoughtleſs com- 
panions z who flutter, full of life, from thing to thing, 
1n purſuit of various ſcenes of diſſipation. A youth 
who finds his aſſociates lefr to their own diſcretion, 
will feel uneaſy under reſtraint, and with relufance 
liſten to the advice of parents. For ſuch an opinion 
has he of his own underſtanding, that he believes 
himſelf the beſt judge of his own conduQt, and that 
he is ſufficiently qualified to govern himſelf, 


"His parents he firmly believes are too rigid in their 
diſcipline, and too ſcrupulouſly nice about the mode 
of condut. That a greater latitude of behavior can 
do him na harm ; and that he may - himſelf 


7. OS No 


( 38 ] 

No ſooner does he adopt the above ſentiments, 
than he will treat his parents with a degree of negle&. 
The delicacy of his natural diſpoſition, the fear of 
incurring their diſpleaſure, and thereby ſuſtaining a 
loſs by his father's laſt will ; or a ſenſe of his obliga- 
tioa to. his parents, ariſiog from their indulgence ; 
may prevent his behaving rude to their face. B 
at the ſame time he determiaes to allow himſelf grea- 
ter liberties than they incline to give him. And the 
parents muſt be, either 'very inconliderate, or void 
of diſcernment, not to foreſee the fatal tendency of 
ſuch behavior ; unleſs the Lord prevent ir. For 
though his. conneCtions may be of the polzzer lort, 
and his gratifications, fa/bionable ; his folly is no lelg 
evident, and his deſtruftion no lcls certain, 


There are others who are ruder in their behavior, 
and more open and. affrontive in their-diſobedierce to 
their parents ; who treat them with unkindneſs to 
their faces, and reſolutely determine to gratity their 
_ paſſions, 


In ſuch caſes, the parents are made to endure many 
hours of dejeftion. They fir together, and mutually 
bewall their foo/iſþ ſon ; and in the bitterpeſs of their 
fouls, are almoſt ready to wiſh, that he had never 
been born. 


Could the diſobedient to parents know the heart 
rending expreſſions, which bis cond ut occaſions ; 
or the. many ſolitary hours, which the afflicted pa- 
rents paſs together on his account ; his heart mult 
be-like adamant not to relent. . 


The folly of ſuch a-condut mult become obvious 
to-all, who duly conlider, | 
* (1.) Thak 
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(1.) That the parents have trod the path of. life, 
and by experience, have learned the dangers to which - 
their children are expoſed : Conſequently, like the 
ſkilful pilor, are qualified to dire them. That mar- 
riner muſt be deemed a mad man, or at leaſt very. ' 
raſh and imprudent, who arriving on a dangerous 
coaſt, with which he is unacquainted, ſhould refuſe the 
direftions of one who knows every place of danger. 
Greater 1S the folly of thoſe, who, though young, and 


inexperienced, ruſh on in their own way, regardleſs 
of the advice of parents. 


(2.) Nor is their folly leſs apparent in thus rejeQt- 
ng parental inſtruction, when we conſider, that the 
parents are not only qualified by experience to guard 
them againlt the hazards of the preſent hte ; bur chat 
all their inſtructions ariſe from the warmeſt, and moſt 
fincere aſſettion : Which has been largely treated of 
in a former part of this diſcourſe, Hence their ad- 
vice is the eftc&t,both of knowlſedge and of love. What 
conſummate jolly, and, bale iogratuude then, are 
thoſe children chargeable with, who curn a deat car 
to all that parents can ſay unto them | 


(2.) They alſo pour contempt on the ſolemn” di- 
reftions of God Himſelf ; who in both the old, and 
new teſtament, has taught the duty of filial obedt- 
ence. Children, obey your parents in the Lord x, for 
this is right.* The fame exhortation is re vented, elle- 
where in the inſpired writings. He then who deſpite S, 
ſes the word of the Lord, in this refpet, not only® 
diſcovers-the badneſs of his heart, but expoſes himſelf - 
to that curſe which ſhall fall on the heads of the dif- 


obedient. 
(4+) The- 
*" Eph, 6. 1, 
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(4.) The folly of ſuch muſt be farther evident, 
while we conſider the ruinous tendency of this vice. 
It muſt be taken,for granted, frem that near, and a- 
greable conneion which ſubſiſts between the parene 
and the child, that he will wholly conſult his benefit ; 
adviſe him to nothing that ſhall difierve his reputati- 
on or intereſt, nor lay him under any unneceflary re- 
ſtraints. If therefore, the child rejefts the parent's 
inſtrutipns, it muſt be that he may indulge himſelf 
in things forbidden and iojurious. In conſequence 
of which, he lays bimſelf open to numberleſs tempta- 
tions ; and there, is every reaſon to fear his ruin. 
For when neceſſary reſtraint is removed, he will be 
likely to be hurried by the impetuoſity of his paſſions 
into every extreme. Many times did I hear the late 
#nhbappy youth declare,that had he **, regarded the ad- 
vice of a tender mother, he ſhould not have come to 
fuch an awful end.” -Nor-was he the firſt, who re- 
feed on himſelt for his diſobedience to parents. 


2. He certainly is a fookifþ ſon, who, aided by his 
companions, endeavors to periuade himſelf that chri- 
fſianity is a fiftion, 


The cauſe of infidelity has many friends ; ſome of 
whom? are to be found among perſons of different a» 
ges,acd charatters. Their number probably is much 
greater than it appears to be, For every deilt is not 
willing to be koown ; he fears a diſcovery leſt he 
ſhould ſuffer in intereſt or reputation, But when he 
has a proper opportunity, he throws off his 
diſguiſe, and car lampoon revealed religion'as faſt as 
any of the company. © Agd wherever ſuch men 
fall in with the youth of pregnant ſpiri's, and more 
liberal education-z they bend all their arts to core 
knew 
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their minds ; which are often too eaſy in receiving 
1! impreſſions : Eſpecially when the baits are drefled 
with wanton jollity and good humor, and the plau- 
ſible pretext of free thinking.” Nor will deiſm want - 
Iriends, ſo long as the human mind remains in its 
preſent ſinful condition, Yet the folly of this cauſe 
1s #0w evident ; and will be more fully diſplayed at 
a future period, 


(i.) What folly muſt it be to-rejet chriftianitys 
without a better religion in its tead : And who would 
not reje& it, could a better be found ? I mean a reli- 
gion more honorary to God, and ſafe for man ? Bur 
amidſt all thoſe who have oppoſed chriſtianity, and 
have been ni551»g at that glorious ſyſtem of divine 
truth, where is the man who has paved the way for 
the rejeRion of it, by ſubſticutiag a be#rer in its place ? 


The chriſtians are now made to bear the imputa- - 


tioa of weakneſs, or wickedneſs, for their attachment 
to the religion of Jeſus Chrilt : But ſhould they 
caſhier it, without a better 1n its ſtead, they, migas 
juſtly be looked upon as £onſummate fools. 


Great ſwelling words have been uſed by free think- 
&r8,concerning the relizion of nature ; and the /igbt of 
reaſon as a ſufficient guide to duty and happineſs. Ta 
Judge rightly of which, I know of no more. reaſona» 
ble, and conciſe method, than to conſulr the ſtate of the 
beathen world. By ſuch conduR, we are ſoon madg' 
acquainted with the true ſtate of human nature, un- 
allifcted by revelation, | The Gree#s, with all their 
learning, had lo:ds many, and gods many z and wor- 
ſhipped for gods the wark of mens hands. They 
had a religion, but it was filted with idolatry, and. - 

| F Various 
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various practices, which evidently proved, that the 
light of nature in fallen man, is by no means a ſuffi- 
cieat guide to duty and happineſs. And I cannor 
but think, that the more we look iato the condition 
of the different heathen nations, the more fully will the 
neceſſity of a divine revelation appear. 


(2.) What folly muſt thoſe men be guilty of, who 
reje& chriſtianity, without being able to diſprove a 
ſiogle truth or tat ? 


« Do they not daily hear from the holy ſcriptures, 
and the doftrines of chriſtianity, of an eternity, either 
of happineſs and fſolacing jys, or of miſery or tor- 
ments ; which is to begin when this frail life doth 
end ? Now can theſe mea of jollity, give any demon- 
ftrative evidence, that in the event they ſhall not 
really find it fo ? Can they prove from their prin- 
ciples of ſelf-evidence, that thele are only amuſing 
whims, melaacholy dreams, or {carecrows and bug- 
bears, to frighten them from theic ſinful pleaſures, 
and Giſturb their carnal repoſe'? No ; though” they 


are daring enough, yet they have not the confidence 
to pretend to this, 


* And ought not this to awaken that reaſon where- 
with men are endowed, at leaſt ro ponder deliber- 
ately the weighty arguments of moral evidence, for 
the truth of chriſtianity, with all the impartiality they 
can e If there is an hereafter, in which all muſt be 
ſharers eternally ; either of the greateſt felicity, or 
the moſt dreadful miſery ? If this is confidently af- 
hired, on the oce hand, by wiſe and good men, who 
profeſs a full conviftion of it ; and on the other hand, 
there is n0 pretended evidence that ig is not, or cannot 
; | be 


on — 
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be ſo : Is not the very poſſibility of this, enough to a- 
waken their enquiry 2"? * 


To 4eny the truth of chriſtianity, without orvving 
it to be falſe, ſurely is not all that we are to expect 
from a ſett of men, who meaa to be thought, the 
moſt profound reaſoners. 


Can theſe men really prove that there never was 
ſuch a- perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, who made his appear- 
ance near eighteen hundred years fince ? Or, that. 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, Tobn, Paul, Peter, &c. were 
fiftitious,—Or, that the former was not crucified on 
mount Calvary ; and that the /atter never were his 
diſciples ? Or if they admit, that ſuch perſons might 
have been, can they prove that they were a band of 
deceivers ? Ard that the writings which bear their 
reſpeAive names, are fallacious ? 


Till this is done it muſt be the higheſt folly to re- 
je& Chriſt and his religion. ;— 


(3.) Eſpecially when we conſider that he who lets 
go chriſtianity, is in danger of falling into abſolute 
ſcepticiſm ; or of doubting about every ching, that 
does not come within his own notice, For in reject- 


10g the religion of Chriſt, we reduce our creed to ve- © 


ry few articles, If we Gdiſbelieve the truth of chriſti- 
anity, we deny that there ever were ſuch perſons as 
Chriſt and his apoſtles z that there are either good or 
evil angels ; heaven or hell, the refurreftion of the 
dead, and a day of judgment. And many have 
doubted of the immortality of the ſou] ; which, if 
they have been unwilling to let go entirely, they have 

F 2 however, 


* WesT's introduction to the evidence of the chriſtian 
relizion, 
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however, found their minds at a loſs to conceive of 


if, or to give credit to-it, And ſh.uld fuch perſons 


proceed ſo far in their infidelity, as to doubt whether 
there is a Gcd, it would not be ſurprizing. We are 
told that Dr. T:indal, died with this awtul {entence in 
his mouth, If there is a God, 1 bope He will bave 
mercy ez me, — A doubt this, unworthy of a heathen, 
W hat happened to him, may happen to .other inh- 
Cels ; for he who lets go chriſtianity, finks at once 
into a horrid abyſs z and finds himſclt eaveloped in 
clouds and darkneſs, 


(4. I ſhall only add here, that it muſt be the high- 
eſt folly in any perſon, to reject chriſtianicy, ſecing it 
furniſhes vs with the beſt rules for moral condut, ad- 
miniſters ſufficient ſupports under the beavielt offtriar- 
ons of the prelent lite, and in the important boxr of 
death. : 


The pra&tical principles of revealed religion are ma- 
nr ; it may ſuffice to mention the following, viz. Thee 
ſhelt love the Lord thy God with all thy beart, and 
mind, and ſoul, and firength ; and thy neighbour as 
#by ſelf. Supieme love to God, and a due regard to 
our neighbour, will always bave an important influ» 
ence On our practice ; by leading us to ſeek to pleaſe 
the former, agd to relieve the latter. Our duty nn 
the laſt reſpect, is tavght in the moſt ſtriking manner, 
by the account Chriſt has given us of a good Sama- 
ritay, who mer with a Certain man, on his way trom 
Jeruſalem to Jericho, who had fallen among thieves ; 
by whom he had been treated in the moſt cruel man- 
rer, and left half dead. The Samaritan no ſooner 
came where he was, than his humane heart glowed 
With compaltion ; and he lent him every help in his 
power, 
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power, Upon which Chriſt thus addrefled the per- 
ſon, whole enquiry occalioned the repernzna of this 
ſacred ſtory, —Go thou, and do likewiſe, * Thus, 
while the adorable Redeemer ſeverely cenſures the. 
Prieſt and Levite, from whom a kinder condutt might 
have been expected, He highly commends the friend- 
ly behavior of the Samaritan, and recommends him 
as worthy of imitation. 


We have alſo a conciſe, but compleat ſyſtem of 


ethics in the followiog ſhort paſſage ; 4s ye would - - 


that men ſhould do ts you,do ye to them likewiſe + We 
are farther taught /o do juſtly, love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with God. | To do good to all men—to ſhun 
every vice, and to praftice every virtue—to feed the 
huegry, to cloath the naked—to obey civil rulers, 
when they are the miniſters of Gecd for good. Ina. 
word, ſuch are the rules Jaid down in the holy ſcrip- 
tures for the government of lite, that they will, when 
duly obſerved, lead us to the moſt refined morality. 
I muſt therefore obſerve, in the words of another, 
That the chriſtian religion is of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to all orders and degrees of men ; and that the 
greateſt ſervice chat the moſt zealous patriot can do 
his country, is to promote the faith, and thereby en- 
courage the praftice of the truly divine virtues, re- - 
commended by Chriſt and his apoſticy, | 


Of no leſs importance is revealed religion to believ- 
ers in times of great afiiions. The [upports which 
ariſe from it to ſuch, are matters of perſonal expe- - 
rience 3 and therefore are a kind of in/ernal evidence 
| in its favor. Yet it may be obſerved, that the fol- 
lowing truths which are addreſſed to our underſtand» 


ings, 


9 Luke 10, + Chap. 6. 31. t Micah 6. 8, 
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iogs, are calculated to give ſuch ſupports as have been 
mentioned, viz. That God, by a general and particu» 
lar providence, governs the world—that no events 
are caſual—but that all thingy are direfted by infinite 
wiſdom, and ſhall terminate jn*the-glory of God, and 
the beſt intereſts of his people! That all things now 
work together for good.to them who love God—that 
our light affliftions which are but for a moment, work 
for us a far more exceeding, & eternal weight of glory, 
8&c. If theſe truths are really believed, they tend in 
their own nature to ſupport the afflifted, and to re- 
concile them tothe whole of the divine conduR. 


Nor do the truths of chriſtianity deſert the believer 
in the important Gour of death ; but in many inſtag» 
ces, have enabled ſuch to exult in their expiring mo- 
ments. Here I might call in a cloud of witneſſes ; 
and in particular the noble army of martyrs riſe into 
view, to teſtify the truth of the above remark. They 
reckoned that the ſufferings of the preſent life, were 
not worthy to be compared with the glory ,which, 
they believed, would be revealed in them. "Not did 
they count their lives dear unto them, that® they 
might finiſh their courſe with joy, and lay ghold on 
eternal liſe ; knowing that they had in heaven an en- 
during ſubſtance. The firm perſuaſion that their 
fouls ſhould paſs immediately to glory upon their fe- 
paration from the body ; and that the body ſhould 
riſe again in the reſurreftion at the laſt day, Jed them 
to triumph over the laſt enemy, ſaying, O death, 
where 1s thy ſling ! O grave, where is thy vitlory |— 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the vittory through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! 


' Ig 
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The manner of the great Addiſon's death, as rela: 
ted by Dr. Yong, *® is pertinent here. © Afﬀter a. - 
long, and manly, but vain ſtruggle with his diſtem- _ | 
per, he diſmiſſed his phyſicians, and with them all | 
hopes of life : But with his hopes of life he diſmiſſed 
not his concern far the living, but ſeat for a youth 
nearly related, and finely accompliſhed, yet not above 
being the better for good impreſſions from a dying 
friend ; He came z but life now glimmering in the 
ſocket, the dying friend was ſilent : After a decent, 
and proper pavſe, the youth ſaid, ** Dear fir! You 
ſeat for me : I believe, and I hope, that you have 
ſome commands z I ſhall hold them moſt ſacred * 
May diſtant ages not only hear, but feel, the reply ! 
Forcibly graſping the youth's hand, he” ſoftly faid, A 
« See in what peace a chriſtian can die,” He ſpoke ©* 
with difficulty, and fon expired, Through grace bl 
divine, how great is man ! Through divine mercy, < 
how ſtingleſs death ! Who would not thus expire?”?, - 


I the rather choſe to mention the caſe of Mr. Ad- 
di/on, becauſe his charaRter is ſo well eſtabliſhed in þ 
the learned world, that no deiſt will have the effron- 
tery, to charge him with either weakneſs or ignorance. = 


Upon the whole, what folly, my brethren, muſt 
they be guilty of, who reject chriſtianity, ſeeing it 1s, 
of infinite importance in life aad death ?——1I now 
paſs to obſerve, 


3- That he is a fooliſh ſon, who perſilts in 3be gra- 
lification of bis vicious paſſions, regardleſs of the con- 
ſequences. The paſſions 1n their original ſtate were 
pure and regular z. but by reaſon of fin, they are tu- 

multuous. 


® Conjectures on Original Compoſition, 


- 
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multuous and vicious z and ſo far as they have ioflu- 
ence, lead to ſuch methods of condudtt, as are infinite- 
ly odious in the fight of God, and deftrutive of hu- 
man happineſs. An enumeration of the vices which 
mankind fondly countenance would produce a long, 
and ſhocking catalogue, Theſe are commonly rang- 
ed, by the vicious themſelves in two claſſes ; the faſs- 
tonable and the ſordid : Or, the vices of gentlemen, 
and thoſe of the meaner rank. Men of charatter, as 
they are called, diſdain the low gratifications of the 
vulgar ; but, alas, purſue methods of indulgeace, no 
leſs criminal than theirs, 


I am ſorry to ſay it, but it is too notorious to be 
contradicted, that many perſons, whom God has ex- 
alted in rank and fortune, are ſome of the warmeſt a» 
bettors of the cauſe of infidelity. —1] would be far from 
throwing out any indiſcrimioate reflection 3 knowing 
that there are not wanting ſome of the above cha- 
racter, who regard the doctrines of Chriſt. But have 
we not reaſon to believe that the number of ſuch is 
imall, compared with thoſe who treat the primitive 
and ſclf-denymg dofttrines of the croſs withcontempt ? 
Now what fin can riſe higher in its malignity, than 
pnbelief ? He: who believeth not God, bath made Him 
a LIAR, becauſe be believeth not the record that God 


gave of bis ſon, * Belides, the examples of ſuch, 


are more powerful in their ioftuence, by how much 
the more they are exalted 1n lite, 


The-folly of this cauſe I have endeavored to ex-* 
poſe, in ſome preceding refleftions ; to which may 


be added, rhat all attemps to invalidate chriſtianity, 
or to lefſen its authority, ſo far as they prevail, ate 


10Jurious 


® x Jobn 5, 10, © 
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1Jurious to ſociety, by removing thoſe reſtraints 
which are neceſſarily laid on the vicious paſſions of 


men. We are told in the holy ſcriptures, That be 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven, againſt all un- 
goalineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of men. * And in many 
places the fins are mentioned, which expoſe. to the 
wrath of God, The apoſtle Paw tells us, That be 
law wes —made for the lawleſs and diſobedient, for 
the ungodly, and for ſinners, for unholy and profane, 
for murderers of fathers, and murderers of mothers, 
for man flayers, for whoremongers, for them who de- 
file themſelves with mankind ; for men ftealers, for 
hars, for perjured perſons, and if there be any other 
thing that is contrary to ſound doffrine. F While 
theſe declarations are received as divine, they tend to 
curb the paſſions z or make the guilty tremble after 
their indulgence. Bur deny their autheaticity z. and 
perſuade yourſelves that they are the mere inventians 
of men, intended to keep the vulgar in orderz and 
the pleaſing doftrine follows, * That God made us 
with theſe paſſions, and meant that we ſhould indulge 
them z elſe why did He implant them* ? Thus mak- 
ing no diſtinftion between the paſſions in their ort- 
ginal, and in their preſent (tate, the reſtrains of con- 
icience are thrown off, and a door opened to live as 
a bad neart dictates. The profanation of the name 
of the inflaite Jehovah, who is exalted above all 
bleſſing and praiſe, is extenuated into a mere Pecea- 
dillo, a very (mall fault ; if not a lawful uſe of lan- 
guage 3 though it is expreſly declared, that God will 
not hold bim guiltleſs, who taketh His name in vain. Q 
So common is this vice, that the name of God 1s ap- 
pezled to, or made uſe of on the moſt trifling occa- 
ſions z and damnation is often imprecated on a friend 

G or 
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or intimate, with all the air of good humor.——Gaming, 
however connedted with a train of evils,is abundantly 
prafticed z for which none have a greater thirſt than 
youth. In the firſt place it may be juſtly ſaid to be 
an abuſe of time : For a prevailing fondneſs for it, 
often leads to a neglet of buſinels. Not only fo, 
but in many inſtances to exceſſive drinking.” ' For it 
would be a very dry entertainment indeed for gam- 
ſters to have neither bowle,nor-glafs, And a tthoufaad 
to one, if theſe are not uſed too freely, Nor are we 
without inftances of ſuch as have ſpent their fortunes 
at a gaming-table, and” thereby brought themſelves 
and families into the moſt 'neceſſicrous condnion, 
When this is the caſe, and poverty comes on like an 
armed man ; is there not the utmoſt danger, that 
the methods of diſhoneſty will be fallen upon to repair 
& ruined fortune Y You cannot but have heard -of 
perſons reputably deſcended, and liberaily edvcated, 
who, haviog been ruined by gaming, and other vices, 
have finally beeo guilty of forgery, houſe breaking, or 
bigbway robbery z, and have made therr exit in an in» 
famous manner, Or who, through the intereſt of 
their friends, have had their hves, upon condition of 
perpetual baviſhment, — However ſome may ſneer at 
this obſervation, 1t 1s 1ndifputably certain,” thar vice, 
as to the preſent life, as well as the future, has un- 
done mvultitudes. . He-then mult be guilty of the 
higheſt fully, who will run every hazard for the ſake 
of vicious indulgence. 


Nor will I forbear to mention on this occaſion, 
.that there are many, who would have us think thaf 
they deſpiſe a mean ation ; or have a mind too great 
to be guilty of one z who, notwithſtanding, by every 
method of intrigue, attack female chaſtity, and infa- 

MF moully 
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mouſly endeavor to proflitute it to their own- vile. 


purpoſes, Ia what reſpeRs are ſuch perſons better 
than he, who ſhould preſent a piſtol to your breaſt, 
and demand your money ? Both are robbers : The 
one afks for your caſh ; and if be obtains it, the loſs 
may. be repaired : The other makes an attempt on 
your honor, my female hearers, and if it is loſt, can 
never be regained, -—Burt the nature of the ſubject 
torbids me to enlarge, leſt I ſhould pur that modeſty 
to the bluſh, which is the ornament of both ſexes. 
The works of darkneſs dare not appear before the 
lun. 


Common drunkenneſs, lying. contempt of the day, and 
worſpip of God, thieving, &c. are of the number of 
the vices which finiſh the charatter of a fooliþ ſon, 
and make him a grief to bis father, and bitterneſs to 
ber who bare bim, The tolly of which muſt become 
obvious to ajl who conſider their countrariety to God, 
and deſtructive tendency with reſpeCt to men. By 
theſe iniquities Jehovah is offended, his anger incur- 
red, conicience wounded, poverty, Ciſcaſe, reproach, 
and death brought on. 
but ends in pain ; for-{6e wages of fin is death. * 


Let us now paſs to ſome reflections on the ſubjeR; 


1, Patents, we ought always to bear in mind the, 


important duties which we owe our children, They 


are parts of ourſelves, and Rand in an intimate and 


dear relation to us. And from that ſtrong affeCti- 
on which we have for them, we cannof. but be 
zatereſted in «ll their conduRt ; mourn when they 
mourn, and rej»ice when they rejoice. 
us, are candidates for immortality. Hence while we 
conſult their preſent happineſs, we ſhould be ſupreme» 


G 2 y 
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S10 indeed promiſes pleaſuce, 
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Iy defirous of their future felicity. What if they 
ſhould gain the whole world, and looſe their ſouls 
what can they give in exchange for their fouls f Our 
care for their bodies ſhould always be exceeded by a 
concern for their future well-being. © And thofe of 
vs who know what real religion is, will certainly be 
ſupremely defirous, that they may be ſaved. Nor 
can we diſcover our affection for them, in a more 
proper manner, than by attending to the ſacred ex- 
hortations, ſuch as, Train up a child in the way that 
be ſhould go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it. * Or as St, Paul has it, Ye faitbers, pro- 
voke not your children ta wrath : But bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. + It is 
our indiſpenſible duty to endeavor to lay before them 
their ruin by (in 3; and the only way of ſalvation 
through Jeſus Chriſt—to caution them againſt the 
vices of the day and place in which they live 3 and 
to labor to convince them of the faral tendency of 
foful gratifications. But we ſhould be particularly 
aretul in all our inftruftinns, not to feed that prin» 
Kiple of /elf dependence, which is natural io the proud 
heart of fallen man, To ſap the very foendation of 
this temper, it is neceſſary to lay * before them the 
ſpirituality, and extent of the' divine law-z as reach- 
ing to the fins of their hearts, and condemning them 
for a fingle failure. And on the other hand exhibig 
the divine Jeſus in his glory, perſon, love, fuloeſs, and 
ſulficient redemption, Explaining the nature and 
necefiity of faith and repentance z which are ſo con- 
netted in the plan of ſalvation, as that no ſinner re- 
maining in unbelief, can enjoy the conſolation that. 
thete 1s 19 Chriſt now ; or Fivally enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. And let us accompany family in- 
ſtructiong 


® Prev. 22. 6. + Epheſ. 6. 4, 
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ſtruction, with a life and converſation becoming the 5 


goſpel ; for example has a powerful influence : And 
follow all with prayer to God, that they may be 
tranflated out of darkneſs into marvelous light. It 
1s in this caſe, as in the public diſpenſation of the 
goſpel ; God giveth the increaſe. Nor ſhovld religious 
parents be diicouraged from a Cue diſcharge of their 
duty, by the ſeeming ſecurity or inattention of their 
children z for God can remove the moſt deep rooted 
enmity, diſpel the grofieſt ignorance, and reclaim 
the moſt abandoned prodigal. When He worketh, 
who ſhall let it ? Animated by this conſideration we 
ſhould diligeatly attend to family religion ;z the im- 
portance of which cannot be called in queſtion by any 
who admit the truth, and influence of chriſtianity as 
it reſpects the preſent life z and as it opens the moſt 
glorious proſpects to believers beyond the grave; 


Ie ic probable that the preceding»remarks flaſh 
guilty conviction, in the faces of unbelieving parents z 
who may now be ready to ſay, As for us, we have 
only been concerned for our children or ourſelves, 
with reſpect to the preſent life. Having contemned 
the goſpel of Chriſt, and treated it with intire, neg- 
let ; we have only been thoughtful, what we ſhould 
eat, what we ſhould drink, and wherewithal we ſhould 


be cloathed. 
The ſalvation of our own ſouls; or of the ſouls of 


our children, has been but ſeldom thought of, Why .- 


ſo, ye heads of families ? 1s the preſent more 1mpor- 


tant than the future ? Is a ſhort life on earth of more 


conſequence than .an eternity hereafter? No for it 


is a diftate of reaſon, that the greater good ſhould - 


always be preferred to the /e/s. Why then this un- 


reaſonable, and wicked condutt ? Ye unhappy .un- 
believing 


. 
= 
” 


— 


—_ 
PI Tee Me FOI ERS, Fes 8) my mA ER deat ag, ed. "c 
Y "1 [7 3 , bj RIO RE IEG TT | pot ON: RL +? 17 ES &- T 
Cs _ + vs { A As 
CC EPEBETSY WRIT S008 A Rp " ©" 
"Rt oy : «4 ; 


« 4 »>* WE v . ET "2 i "s hb A y % 
4 _ »v % " »s | | = | | | 
RI are HAS ood .. ep”. , Ry a x 
i ; Cota! fs "IET C29 WT F 
# » *+ 4 44 9 as % 44 + =" PEFIEN Fe Ie 


54 ] 


believing parents, your conduRt ariſes from, and is an 
evidence of that depravicy of heart, which many of 
you are unwilling to admit. Nor need we be at any 
loſs to prove the total corruption of the human mind, 
while we attend to the condutt of men. By their 
fruit you may know them.» For be who pours con» 
tempt on Chriſt and his religion, or treats them with 
indifference, is moſt certainly an enemy in his mind 

- by wicked works to God. Glad ſhall I be, ſhould 
the (pirit of truth, faſten a juſt ſenſe of your real con» 
dition on your mihds 4 and take of the things of Je- 
ſus, and ſhew them unto you. An alteration in tem- 
per and conduct, will in conſequence thereof, inſtant- 
ly take place, Then the world, and all its good 
things would appear to be but yanity, andChrift and 
his religion, become the one bing neeafu} tor your- 
ſelves and children, 


2. Thoſe parents, whoſe children behave with Cu- 
ty and afteftion towards them, and who are in many 
; TeſpeRs their comfort, /will' permit me to congratu» 
late them on ſo great a bleſſing. If: a fooliſh ſon is a 
” gif to bis father, and.bitterneſs to ber who bare him ; 
how great a pleaſure muſt reſulc from children of an 
oppolite charafter. Such youth there are, who ecn- 
tertain the tendereſt regards for their parents; feel 
for them ia every difficulty, and yield the molt chear- 
ful obedience to every-jult command, Who care- 
fully ſtudy their parents caſe and intereſt ; and ſhun 
thoſe things, . which they apprehead will accalion 
grief, How commendable is the conduct of ſuch ; 
and haw happy the parents who are in ſuch a caſe, 
But what an unſpeakable addition muſt it be to the 
godly parents happinels, to have reaſon to think that 
their children are rcally acquainzed with Jeſus Chriſt, 


a0d 


( 53 ] 


and his divine religion, - This is a bleſſing -inex 


bly great 3 and when rightly viewed, fills the parents: | 


hearts with humility and gratitude, Now no fears 
of a future, endlels ſeparation rack their minds z but 
they dwell together as in the fear of God, and rejoice 


10 hope of eternal bleſſedneſs. Knit by the ties of 


nature and religion, they become one; in a molt inti-: 
mate ſenſe 3 and mutually contribute to each others 
telicity, Happy parents, and happy children, when 
both can rejoice in God theic Savior. 


Alas, ſays ſome aged father,or almoſt broken heart- 
ed mother ; this is not my cale, Mineis a foolifþþ ſon, 
and has been a grief to me all my days. He is a 
prodigal——profane—difobedient—<determined to gra- 
tify his paſſions, came what may. Your condition, 
O afflited parent, is grievous. May the Lord ſap- 


port you under this heavy trial 3 and 1n his owntime 


make the prodigal return, All things are poſlible 
with God. 


5. It may be that ſome ſuch prodigal is here to 
day. If fo, 1 hope conſcience has been awake, and 
engaged to point you 'out, as Nathan did David z 
Thou art the man. You trample on the moſt deli- 
cate, and fincere affetion,—you violate the moſt ſo- 
lemn obligations—y ou are guilty of the baſeft ingra- 
titude to vour parents—you deſpiſe the facred decla- 
rations of the God who-made you—you contemn the 
Lord of lite and glory, and are ruſhing on in the 
greateſt haſte co final, and everlaſting deſtruction. 
The way in which you are, may ſeem right to your 
carnal minds, but the end thereof will: be the ways 


of ceath. Sin has undone many : A late melancholy- 


/inſtance-is yet freſh in view. On Thurſday laſt many 
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of you were: ſpeftators of the ſhameful death of * a 
youth in all his bloom and vigor. Would to God, 
that his-awful end . might prove a uſeful warning to 

| the ſons of vice !—He ſeldom thought, while purſu- 
ing his baſe'condut, what would be the iſſue ; and 
when he did, the devil and his luſts prevailed againſt 
every remonſtrance of conſcience. He has deſcend- 
ed co the grave with ignominy, and was at laſt obli- 
ged to ſay, bat fruit have I of thoſe things, where- 
of 1 am now aſhamed ? May others ce, and fear, and 
do no more ſo wickedly. 


4. Such awfu! inſtances, among other important 
confiderations, may tend to calm the minds of pa- 
rents, and check their immoderate ſorrow, when the 
Lord is pleaſed to take away their children in infancy, 
Had their lives beea ſpared, who can tr} what 
methods of condut they would have choſen, or what 
end they would have made ? They might have a@- 
ed the part of fooliſh children, and have brought 
their parents to the grave in ſorrow. If the Lord 
” has ſcen it beſt to remove them, we may be ſatisfied, 
that his way is_perfect z and that all his condu&t 1s or- 
dered by infinite wiſdom. Brftdes, they are taken 
from the evil to come. | | 


Here I ſhould have finiſhed the diſcourſe ; bout 
having 'been warmly ſolicited by a number of 
my friends, after the execution 6f . the unhappy 
youth, to ſatisfy them and others reſpeRing the ſtate 
of the priſoner's mind, as it appeared to me, during 
his confinement z and to give them ſome account of 
the converſation which we had together, as we waik - 
ed'from the priſon to the gallows; I conſented 
to add the following Account of the matter z in 
| | whict 


( $7 ] 


which, as far as I can truſt my memory, [ have truly 
repreſented it, and made uſe of the priſoner's own 


expreſſions z which I have diſtinguiſhed by fingle 


commas. 


After his condemnation, there was a remarkable 
concern for him on the minds of many of the children 
of God, both miniſters and private chriſtians z who 
ſeemed to be favored with an uncommon ſpirit of 
prayer for his ſalvation. Many ſupplications aſcend- 
ed to the God and Father of our Lotd' Jeſus Chriſt 
from day to day for poor Ames, that he might be a 
monument of ſovereign mercy, and, die” in faith. 
Nor was this the only way io which they diſcovered 
their real regards for hini : He was viſited by my 
fathers and brethren in the miniſtry, of both rown and 
country z and by many private chriſtians of different 
denominations, Kindnelles were ſhewn him from 
yarious quarters z nor was he inſenſible of the obliga- 
tions he was under to his benefaCtors. 


Having received a meſſage from him, acquainti-g 
me that he defired a viſits 1 went to fee him ; and 
found him ſeemingly ſtupid, with but little: ro ſay. 
Nor did he appear to me to be {o-much affected with 
his condition as a condemned malefaor, as one would 
reaſonably have expefted. This was the ſtate of bis 
mind the firſt viſies I made him. 1 eadeavored to 
lay before him in as plain a manner as poſſible, the 
nature of the divine law, under which he was as a 
man z and to the curſe of which he ſtood moſt juſtly 
expoſed for his tranſgreſſions ; Knowing, that by #5e 
law is the knowledge of fin. He owned that he was 
a great ſinner, and deſerved to be caſt off ; but did 
not appear to have any proper views of his ſinful na- 
ture and life. Some days after, his Conſcience ſeemed 
to be in ſome meaſure alarmed z and he diſcovered 

| H unuſual 
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unuſual uncaſineſs. - And afſured- me, © that. he did 
* not Know What to do. I have lived ſuch alife, that 
*1 can have no hope from that, that God will have 
* mercy on me. And my time is fo ſhort, thatl can 
* do no good works to go to heaven by*. Thus he 
was perplexed ; not knowing by what method God 
could ſave him. An attempt was made to open the 
nature of the goſpel to him ; or the way of ſalvation 
through the compleat redemption of Chriſt : And 
he was directed to the holy ſcriptures, as cqntaining 
the whole will of God, reſpeRting both the ruin and 
recovery ; the law and goſpel. But. omittiag 
much that palled, 1 would obſerve, that at a certain 
time I found him in keen diſtreſs from a ſenſe of his 
ſinful condicion ; when he declared that he ſaw him- 
ſelf, yes, ſaid he, * I fee! that I am loſt ! Il ſometimes 
* think. that I am given over to deſtruttion, and that 
© there is no mercy lor me. I am undone1a ſoul and 
* body. Iflgo to the place of execution as I am 
* now, they muſt drag me like a bullock to the (laugh- 

" © ter, Oh, muſtIdieſo! Iam like a man that made 
* a great fire, and then run right into it ! So Lhave 

© done; I have run from God, and mult be damned, 
* if God won't have mercy on me ! May l not have 
* a little longer time than is now fixed* ? Ar this time 

he appeared to have very clear views of the juſtice of 
God in condemoing him, ſhould that be the cafe. * I 

* ſee,*faid he, * that if God could damn me a thouſand 

© times, He would be juſt—1 never did any thing but 

©fin againſt Him*. Thus I left him, confident thar 

neither men or angels could help him ; and that God 

would have mercy on whom He would have mercy. 


In this diftrefſed ſtate of mind he continued until Fri- 
dayEveningthe 8th ofOober ; when,accordingto his 
own account of tlic matter, he was unexpectedly reliev- 

aac Rory roma } bn I hng Ghogs <d, 
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ed, in good meaſure, from his guilty fears, by Fzek. 
36. 26, 27. A new heart will ] give you, and a new 


ſpirit will I put within you, and / will take away the 
flony heart out of your fieſh, and I will give you an 
beart of fleſh, &c. Upon hearing that the priſoner 
appeared eaſy in his mind, I called to ſee him ; . being 
defirous to know what was the occaſion of it ; and 
not without fears, leſt he ſhould compaſs himſelf with 
ſparks of his own kindling. Upon converſing with 
him, he ſaid, © 1 feel my mind peaceable z ſuch a peace 
* as | never knew any thing of in my life before. I 
* was turning over a little book which was put into my 
* hands,and caſt my eye on theſe words, 4 new beart 
* wilt 1 give you, &c, It ſtruck me—it came as if 
+ it was a promite to me. I wanted this new bear! : 
F For my heart was bad, bad indeed. T his wasGod's 
* promiſe. I knew that God could not lie z and 
$ therefore if I would not believe this, | would believe 
* nothing. 1 was now ſure that God could give me 
© anew heart—Oh, that is what | moſt wanted. And 
* I could not get ir, but God hath let me ſee that He 
« gives it.” He ſaid ſeveral] things about the grace of 
God in giving a new heart, a right ſpirit, &2, and 
particularly dyicovered the view he'had of rhe enmity 
of his own heart againſt God, in the following ſen- 
tence, * I now ſee that 1 have ſinned againſt God all 
* my life, with as much envy as ever | killed a {nake 
* which 1 always had the greateſt hatred to, He at 
this time ſpoke of his former contempt of the goſpel 
with evident forrow ; and expreſſed his gratitude ta 
all thoſe, who had viſited him, with a view of mak- 
ing him acquainted with the way of ſalvation through 
Chriſt, * This,* ſaid he, * I never knew any thing of 
* before,though | have always lived in this land where 
f the goſpe] is.'—From the time mentiencd above, till 
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his death, -he had much to ſay about the words of the: 
apoltle Zobn, T be blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all 
fin: T his ſeemed to dwell ia kis mind ; and on this 
truth, he aſſured me, he reſted all his hopes, or hls 
ſou}, guilty as it was. 


The Saturgay moraing before his death, I was with 
him : When he was -brought into the room, I ob- 
ſleeved that his countenance appeared ferene z rather 
plealant, LT aſk-d him how he did as to the ſtate of 
his mind : this anſwer was, as near as | can recollet— 
* Comfortable; 1 want to be with Chriſt ;: He is glo- 

TTL p #3 * £645 % - : _ C 45 © 0 
* rivus, and | ain fintul.” ; 


The afternoon before his execution, I found him 
much terrified with the proſpect of the manner of his 
death +; He trembled and thus expreſſed biafelt 5 1 
*think | fee myleit hanging up before the pe: ;ple.* 
But this tear foon fublic ed ; and at his own de ire, he 
haG three Chriftian irtenCcs to ſpend the night with him 
by whom I have been formed of his behavior chro* 
te might 3 add the manaer m winch they employed 
Aer t1me, 


Wheo they werlt into his room, he had the bible in 

E:is. hand ;/ and. being aſked how he was, he ſaid, * I 

am caly,” and began to read the 4d chap. of Jobn ; 

ang when he came (0 the wo ro ; of (_| 274(t CONLCET( 1 {i 

the zero birth, he ſtopped, and teſtified that he had 

frafon fothink;tharGod had given him to know byex- 

Pertence what that was, Said ſeveral things reſpecting 

is view of the excellency of (God, and the evil of fin; 

and thought: as far as he knew his heart, that he cid 

love God for his own wotthinels ; and hate fin be- 

- cavle contrary to (50d, And aſſured the company 
| that he hated his own evil thoughts, and wanted to be 
Fa freed from all fin, Crying out at times, * If Tam not 
* right, I hope God will put me right.” Fee, yea 
* ey 
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© he,,that if 1 could:be admitted into heaven with this? 
* body. of fin, I could not be happy, I koow I awit*; 


© be hke (30d : | muſt be hi ly',-He flept none all: : 


ryght,and at ttmes uſed the follow 139 exprefiiongn* Or 


” 
>” 
X 


* what {ſhould 1 doit it was not tor Jeſus Chriſt ——wans 


* dertyl, wonderful goodnels and love of God.! Hows? 
* have we lnned againſt Him !*' The company pray-1 


, 
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ed with bim alterpately z and. he, at their defice, Days 
ed allo-:-ln his. addreſs to God, he appeared: ſenſible 


of bis uv ſpeakable gilt, and affected with the. - wane, 


dertul way of ſalvation by. Chriſt : And earneſtly Deg, 


ged that the Lord wauld be with, bios ic (bis., laſt. : 


hours:z.,Nor did be forget to pray for his friends,:and; 
tis enemies. lo the morning he declared. that he had 
a pleaſant night, appeared reigned, and bid his friends 
farewel with calmaeſs, never expecting to ſee them 
on earth again, 


At g o'clock that morning/( which! was the gay bf 
his-execution) at his requeſt, 1 viſited him. -Found 
him tolemn and compoſed, conſidetiog the cncum= 
ſtances ia which he was's and ha& much converfatiom 
with brim, in the preſence of: tour; or five perions of fe- 


riovs charaRter. Hig views of himſelf, and of redemips \ 


tioo by. Chiviſt, were the ſame as ares mentioned be» 
fore z therefore it 1s needleſs to! repeat them. - At 
this time, he more than once fail, © I hope- Fam 
6 rightr;/and ſba}l not deceive myſelf : Oa Chritaloae 
* Iced; 161 perith, I will perith ac his feer,” 

But T come now to the converſation that I had with 
him,as we walked in folemn pace to the placeof death. 


About 2 o'clock he came out of the priſon. yard, 
attended_with all the, awful formalities of execution'y 
his arms-pinioned, and the halter about his neck, fols 
lowing the cart in, which were his coffin and the ladger, 
Gladly would I have been excuſed from this painful 
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- office ; but the you!b's importunity, and a ſenſe of 
duty,forbid me to decline ie, TI therefore ſtepped up 
to him, and thus addrefled him, Ames, how do you 
feel vnder your prefent circumſtances ? The anſwer 
was not a little ſurprizing.-* | fee] compoſed. —-1 
©] am not afraid—what-can make me feel fo ; could 
it be if F had not'a good hope ?* This naturally led 
me to enter upon a famihar conlideration of the nature 
of a good hope. Such as that hope is the expeation 
of enjoying a certain goud at a future period-—that 
a good bope of eternal hte, or happineſs hereafter is a 
gift of God—that it has for its foundation, the ngh- 
teouſnels ofChriſt—that the man who has a'good-hope 
has been made fenfible of bis guilt and helplefsneſs ; 
and from a view of Chriſt as the ground of his hope, 
has been enabled to fly to Him, and caſt himſelf up- 

on Him, expecting the bleſſing hoped-for wholly as 

a free giſt z he being unworthy, and having nothing 

yo bring as a price in his hand. — Farther, that where 

Fthis divine hope 1s, there will be fuch gracious exer- 

ciſes of mind as theſe, — Hatred of fn, fin of heart and 

life, becauſe of its qppoſition co God —a- prevailing 
defire to be perfectly free from alln,and like toGod. 

With much to the fame: purpoſe, &c.. He liſtened 

with a ſalemn attention ;_ and when 1 had done, he 

Flaidg—* | know that there is no other ſalvation; but 

«Chriſt ; on Him'1 reft my:foul ; and think {can 

« fay, 1 hate fin becauſe God hates itz and do long 

© to. be made holy—t fce that if 1 had finned bur 

© once 3 and could live a thouſand. years,and- pray and 
£ read all that time, | could not make amends for that 

© one ſin—| can have ro hope but Chrift—If ever I 

* enter into. heaven' it will be'by the fice grace of God, 

$ It can only be by the mercy of God becavle I never 

« cid a good thing 1n all my life : I have done no- 

: 5 thing but fin againft God.?-- - | He 
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He diſcovered no anxiety about his body, or the 
death he was to die, all the way to the gallows, except * | 
once z\ which I chink was occaſioned by che falling of .\ 
the end of the halter from under his arm. He catch- 
ed it up and faid, * Did I ever think that 1 ſhould 
* have ſuch a thing about my neck* ? To which | re- 
plied, Ames, how could you expect any thing elſe 
from your manner of lite ? Did you not tell me, 
that you once paſſed the|gatlows with ſtolen goods 
under your arm, and thought then that you ſhould 
die there, if you did not leave off ſtealing 2 * O© yes 
I did, True, true. But is there not yet hope for 
*fuch a ſinner ? Is not the blood of Chriſt ſulicicar 
©to cleanſe me trom all fin ? On' that I truſt*, Se- 
veral times by the way' he affeftionately uſed the 
words of David, in a ſhort praver to the Lord ; 
Search me, O God, and know my heart ;, try me and 
know my thoughts ; and fee what wicked way 1s in me, 
and lead me in the way everlaſting ! 1 allo obſerved 
him breathe out his fonl to God, as we walked, in 
theſe words—* O Lord make me holy”. 


| aſked him how, his paſt kife appeared to hims+- 
To which he ſaid, © Bad, bad beyond all account--- 
* my fins frighten me, they are ſo many and great” ; 
Bur ſtill he reſted on that ſacred declaration, the #208 


of Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin. 


He aſked ſeveral queſtions about the way of acceſs 
to God the Father thraugh Chriſt z and concermng 
the diſtiation between the Father and the Son. Allo 
whether || thought chat the fouls of the wicked at 
death, would appear before God, to receive the ſen- 
rence of condemnation? Or, whether they would im- 


mediately pals to hell,and wait their doom at the ow 
Q 


[ 04 } 


of zadgment ?:To-all which Þ anſwered him. The 
as were aſked; and the anſwers attended to 


with-an altonifhing compoſure. 


He mentioned [with aſtoniſhment the horrors of 
conſcienceihe had been under at a certain time while 


11/priſonis and exprefied his wonder at God's good- 


nels 19. him, and bis gratitude allo that he now enjoy 
ed luch-an' agreaile compoſure of mind: And 
would aſk, Huw can ix be ? * I hope I am not 


© deceived ! 


- By this/ time we came in ſight of the gailows ; I 
delignedly taok no notice of it, but watched the 
GK tg ſee. how 'he would behave, -expetting 

at,the fight of it would. give him a- ſhock, But 
he. looked; up, and faid—* There is: the gallews ; 
* and |. ſhall-ſoor know, dear fir, more than you." 
jaſked him:how this mind. was at-the near approach 
Fof difdulotioa—* | feel compoſed,” ſaid he, 


We were now hindred from converſing by the 
prefſiag 6f the multitude, who were all defirous to 
be- as" near the priſoner as poſiible,, Upon coming 

aer the gallows, he was 'orcered' to-get into the 
cart-and toftand up while the warrant for his execu- 
t109-was read ; After which he'fat down on his coft- 
hn, and T-aſked him, as the folemn period was at 
hand,* when *he would hunch into eternity, How 
things appeared to him. As for his heart and life, 
he declared, 1 ſhaking | his head at the ſame time, 
that they were '* bad ; dreadful bad :. "That he 

* could have fo hope, if i it-was not for Jeſus Chriſt : 


*-Bur "that' he thought” there was infioite ſafety in 
**Him:? 
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I aſked him, whether he was ſenſible of this truth 
reſpetting Chriſt ; and whether he had reaſon ro 
think he could truſt his guilty foul on Him. He 
anſwered, * O, yes, there is no other way ; where 
* elle ct | hope. I want no other hope—the blord 
of Chrift Meanſeth, &c —O, that 1 may be right. — 
1 then prayed with him, azd after prayer took an 
afl-&ionate leave of him : Ar parting, he: aflured 
me that his mind remained in the ſame ftate, I 
then retired a few fteps from him, leaving him to 
the exerciſe of his own thoughts. He laid his head 
on his coffin for ſome time, then kneeled down by 
ic, and prayed ſoftly. But it now being withia 15 
minates of-the time fixed for his execution, he was 


ordered to land upon his coffin : He obeyed at 
once. Being now tied up, and waiting the Jaft 


minute, he addrefled the people in a few words, 
£ Look at me, a ſight enough to melt a hearr. of” 
* ſtone ; I am going to die for my wickedneſs : 


© But the death I am to die, is nothing compared 
© with the death of Jeſus Chriſt on the crols, for 
© they pierced his banas and his fide with a ſpear. 
©O take warning by me—If you were my owr 


brethren, near to me as my own foul, I coule-. 


© only tell; you to beware of Rtealing, ſwearing, 
* diiaking,' &Cc. 


He aſked:/how long he had to live ; and betng 
told=—He addreſſed himfelf in folemn prayer” to 
Gods Among other expreſſions 1 recolle& the fol- 
Jowing. * Lord have mercy on me the- worſt of 
* ſinners. | canonly ſtand at a diſtance, and lay God 
+ be merciful ts me a ſinner, ——Lord it 18 better to 
* truſt in thee than to put confidence in man: It 


is bereer to truſt in thee, than to put confidence 
; ”M 
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* in princes. If 1 periſh, Lord Jeſus, I will periſh 
* at thy feet ; but the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanfſ- 
© eth from all fin'” There were many other ex- 
preflions which he uſed in this his laſt addreſs to 
God, that appeared to me really ſuitable to his cate, 
He again aſked how long he had to live, and was 
anſwered 5 minutes, —He defired ro know when 
the rime was out ; and looking wiſhfully at the 
ſun, he ſaid—* That ſun is almoſt down, but beſore 
© it ſers, I ſhall be in eternity ; where I never was”, 
And pulling the cap over his eyes again, he cried 
out, Lord Feſus into thy hands 1 commend my ſpirit ; 
as he finiſhed this ſentence he was turned off ; and 
died with great caſe, 


I have only now to add, That both before, and 
fnce the execution of the anbappy yeuth, 3 made 
enquiry reſpeCting, his latter conduct ; and have 
been informed more than once, by the family, who 


daily obſerved him, that they never ſaw ſo great an. 


-alteration for the better in the temper and condu& 
of any man, in ſo ſhort a time, as in this youth. — 
And as far as he had opportunity, he diſcovered a 
readineſs to forgive, and to do a kindneſs for his 
worlt enemy. Thus he ſaid he could chearfully, 
and heartily forgive the perion, who, he declared, 
had ſworn falſely againſt him on his trial, relative to 
his #:/t entring the houſe of Mr. Bicker. Nor did 
he only forgive him, but when any of the neighbors 
ſent him victvuals, he ſaid, 1 can't eat it ; carry.it to 
A , he-wants it. This was an evidence of a 
chriſtian temper. Upon the whole, 1 cannot but 
taink that he died a Penitent Thief, 


Thus 
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Thus I have at. the war 
of my friends, given an account of the exerciſe of 
mind of the late Levi Ames. © They who, with the 
author, think that he died in faith, will admire this 
diſplay of divine grace; and. carefully aſcribe all 
the glory to God ; knowing, that it is God who 
worketh in us to wi/l, and to do of his own good 
plealure. 


citations 'of ſome . 


' | 

It is probable the author may babe ſubjzeted 
himſelt to ſome unkind refle&ions, for taking ſo 
much notice of a profligate youth, who made his 
exit on. a gallows, Burt as an evangeliſt has men» 
tioned one penitent, thief, he'expeas your indul- 
gence, in the preceding narrative of another.— 
The moſt that can be ſaid perhaps in this matrer 
is, That the author has made a charitable miſtake ; 
this ſurely will be no great crime : Beſides, charity 


ſhall cover the multitude of faults, 
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